2012 Kingfield Neighborhood Association Accomplishments

Annual Report of Activities and Outcomes to the Community 4/22/13:
· In February 2012, KFNA organized and held the first annual Kingfield Empty Bowls event, a fundraiser for Nicollet Square, which houses 42 formerly homeless youth in our community.  Unlimited homemade soup was given to attendees in handmade bowls in return for a donation.  Attendees took home the bowl as a reminder of those who are hungry in our community.  This first-time event brought together just over 200 people, many visiting Nicollet Square for the first time, and raised over $4000.
· KFNA’s successful Utility Box Wrapping Pilot Project from ‘09 was launched city-wide in 2012 by City of Minneapolis; KFNA served on the planning team.  Half of Minneapolis neighborhoods recognized the success of the project and expressed interest in doing a box-wrapping project so the City organized a Call for Artist and received 154 images from 64 different artists.   Soon other neighborhoods will also be able to enjoy graffiti-free and art-enhanced utility boxes at their major intersections!  
· The Pleasant Community Garden completed its 3rd successful year with 19 gardeners.  These volunteers executed multiple, fun, community fundraisers including the annual Kingfield Garden Tour and the new Garden Dinner series.  These projects supported the KFNA Community Garden Mission of connecting gardens and gardeners throughout Kingfield, and also raised money which will be used to expand the current garden site and build a community bread oven this year! Many gardeners also gave additional time to begin the preliminary planning for a new community garden at MLK Park.
· In November 2012, KFNA kicked off Phase II of ‘Solarize Kingfield’, this time focused on residential solar electric installations. The Solarize goal is to create a concentration of solar-supported homes and businesses in and around Kingfield neighborhood by removing the barriers for solar installations, and build community between like-minded folk while doing it. KFNA had direct contact with 41 households through workshops or personal conversations and through this outreach, 10 residential properties are installing solar in 2013 resulting in over 30 kw of new solar power!  
· In June 2012, the Kingfield Neighborhood Association Board took a stance to Vote NO on the two constitutional amendments that were on the ballot in Minnesota. KFNA took a stand to support inclusive communities, in line with our mission as the Kingfield Neighborhood Association. 
· In November 2012, KFNA board members and Kingfield neighbors braved the outdoors to greet our voting neighbors on Election Day, KFNA volunteers were on hand all day to thank voters and give them a hot cup of coffee.  We were excited about the efficient means of engaging with so many of our neighbors, and for the opportunity to thank them for voting and make them more aware of KFNA. 

· Planning started in March and the creation of the Mosaic Quilts began in October 2012, bringing together more than 300 volunteers who gave over 1500 hours to create 10 intricate, public art, glass “quilts.”  The images are interpretations of our community’s various cultural textile patterns and will serve as a symbol of welcome at Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park and will be installed in 2013. 
· KFNA worked with the Dr. Martin Luther King Legacy Council to make park identification enhancements including moving the Freedom Form II sculpture back to location of prominence and completing the Welcoming Murals at the 40th Street Pedestrian Bridge.  Together we also began the long planning process for the redesign the playground equipment; community input coming in 2013! 
· Eating for Art raised the highest amount ever, to the credit of our awesome local restaurants, with all proceeds going toward artwork along the reconstructed Nicollet Avenue between Lake Street & 40th.  We also worked with the City through Phase I of the Nicollet Reconstruction and are looking forward to the impending start of Phase II, in Kingfield from 36th-40th Street, this spring.

· Building Bridges continued to hold their monthly Multi-Cultural Book Club and also successfully transferred the baton to the City of Minneapolis to continue organizing the 2nd year of One Minneapolis, One Read.  This group can take credit for conceptualizing this annual shared city-wide experience of all reading and discussing a single book focused on race and culture.
· Once again, KFNA partnered with Sebastian Joe’s to bring Kingfielders the sweetest National Night Out experience ever…ice-cream biked directly to every registered block party!

· Organized Annual Community Events and maintained our website at www.kingfield.org, weekly e-mail notice, and quarterly newsletter and a weekly presence at the Kingfield Farmers’ Market to keep you all informed about activities, issues, and opportunities right here in Kingfield Neighborhood!
