2014 Kingfield Neighborhood Association Accomplishments

Annual Report of Activities and Outcomes to the Community 1/21/15:
· In February 2014, KFNA organized and held the 3rd annual Kingfield Empty Bowls event, a fundraiser for Nicollet Square, which houses 42 formerly homeless youth in our community.  Unlimited homemade soup was given to attendees in handmade bowls in return for a donation.  Attendees took home the bowl as a reminder of those who are hungry in our community.  This event brought together over 500 people and raised $7000 of discretionary funding for Nicollet Square and $300 in direct stipends to youth living there.
· The Pleasant Community Garden completed its 5th successful year with 19 gardeners.  These volunteers organized the annual, successful Kingfield Garden Tour.  This project supports the KFNA Community Garden Mission of connecting gardens and gardeners throughout Kingfield, and raised money which will be used on site to build a community bread oven and install a community bee hive in 2015!  Funds raised at this event also went to support at new community boulevard garden on 37th Street near Nicollet Avenue, and the Mosaic Garden at MLK Park, which started an Urban Farm 4H program in 2014.
· Nicollet Votes was a joint-neighborhood effort to register eligible voters and make connections with neighbors.  This eight-week outreach effort resulted in 50 new registered voters and 710 conversations with residents in Kingfield, Lyndale, Stevens Square, and Whittier as the result of 250 volunteer hours. 
·  ‘Solarize Kingfield’ (whose goal is to create a concentration of solar-supported homes and businesses in and around Kingfield neighborhood by removing the barriers for solar installations, and build community between like-minded folk while doing it) began researching the new “solar garden” laws and how this could help nonprofits be able to afford solar and allow more interested neighbors access to solar power. In 2015, KFNA will continue to work with neighborhood, government, and nonprofit partners to assist consumers to evaluate various solar garden business models.
· In November, KFNA Board members were stationed outdoors at MLK Park to greet all our voting neighbors on Election Day.  Free coffee and cookies donated by great local restaurants fueled the lively conversations and a number of great connections were made between neighbors! 
· Launched PUPA, which supports local artists holding pop-up public art projects in Kingfield.

· Held numerous first-time community biking/walking events including a Free Little Library Tour, Reverse Caroling, Bike Rodeo, and in partnership with a local artist, The Heirloom Seed Garage Project Tour.
· For over two years, KFNA has worked with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy Council to assist in the planning process and outreach related to the redesign the playground space and equipment at the Park.  Just this month we learned the project is fully funded at over $525,000 and construction will be completed by the end of summer 2015!
· Fought graffiti by training over 100 people in the use of the City’s 311 app to report graffiti and wrapping an additional 10 utility boxes with images taken by local photographers in Kingfield Neighborhood.

· Connected Homebased Professionals through monthly coffees and happy hours, as well as bi-annual events focused on creating community between people with similar schedules and challenges. 
· Once again, KFNA partnered with Sebastian Joe’s to bring Kingfielders the sweetest National Night Out experience ever…ice-cream biked directly to every registered block party, all 52 of them!  In 2014 KFNA designed, delivered, and scooped “Nicollet Open Streets Cycle-delic” to advertise the upcoming 1st Annual Nicollet Open Streets event held in September.  This first-time event resulted in 9500 people walking and biking the two-mile stretch of Nicollet Avenue between Lake Street and 46th Street on a gorgeous fall afternoon.
· Maintained our regular communications including: the KFNA Website at www.kingfield.org, Kingfield Neighborhood Association Facebook Page, Nextdoor Kingfield, weekly Kingfield eNews, as well as the printed and mailed quarterly Kingfield News.  Also continued our weekly presence at the Kingfield Farmers’ Market to keep neighbors informed about activities, issues, and opportunities right here in Kingfield Neighborhood!
