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To their surprise, some Kingfield
residents learned a few skills when
they helped Habitat for Humanity
build a house at 3700 Stevens Ave. S.
The Oct. 11 and Nov. 8 weekends were
designed not only to speed up
construction of an affordable home, but
also to get neighbors involved in the
project.  

Kingfield resident and board
member, Tom Buller, joined 12
neighbors in working with the
prospective homeowners to build the
frame and put up siding, tasks new to
him and most of the other volunteers.
"We had a great time," Buller said.  "It
was interesting to meet and work with
people from the neighborhood that I
had never seen before."  

Buller said that living a block from
the new home fueled his interest in
volunteering, and praised the
dedication of other volunteers who live
farther away from the site.  "People
were happy to participate, since this is
such a good cause," he noted.  All
volunteers were invited by Twin Cities
Habitat for Humanity to a Feb. 21
dedication ceremony at the new home.

Thank you to the Kingfield
volunteers who participated, including:
Tom Buller; Jonathan Chapman; Kari
Christofferson; Liz Conway; Jan and
Pete Girard; Bill Gorman; Jill
Henteges; Debbie Johnson; Corey
Lensch; Matt Louwagie; Teresa Meyer;

Kingfield rises to help build home

When KFNA president David
Motzenbecker asked neighborhood
residents in November 2003 to help
raise funds for the organization, the
community responded enthusiastically.
In fact, 87 donors contributed $3,855
following the fall appeal, which was
mailed to every neighborhood address.

The organization sought help to
offset reduced funding from the
Neighborhood Revitalization Program
(NRP), which is scheduled to end in
2009.  The program has made it
possible for KFNA to initiate programs
and neighborhood improvements like
street enhancements on Nicollet
Avenue.  With the program’s reduced
funding, however, it is critical for
KFNA and other neighborhood
organizations to find alternative
funding sources. 

We gratefully acknowledge the
following individuals and businesses
that made gifts to KFNA in 2003.
Every effort is made to ensure the
accuracy of our records.  If this list
contains errors or omissions, contact
Sarah Linnes-Robinson at (612) 823-
5980 so that we may extend our
apologies and correct our records.
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Martha and Rich Ingram
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David Motzenbecker
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Karen Robinson and Steve Jevning

$50 - $99
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Bromelkamp Company 
Jonathan Chapman
Elizabeth Conway and Matt Kane
Berenice Hilton
Karla Larsen and Ken Bearman
William Lee and Julie Dolan
Erik Lindseth
Hannah Mitchell
Theresa Nelson
Thaddeus and Juanita Nicholas
Lyn Rabinovitch
Jay Walljasper and Julie Ristau
Kathleen and Dan Schwie
37th Street Garage
Sean Wherley

$26 - $49
Edward Fitch
Robert and Mary Goldstrand
Thomas and Bonnie Johnson

up to $25 
Anita and Conrad Anderson
Tony Aspholm and Beth Rademacher
Gail Babes and Marisa Birnbaum
Daryl and Catherine Back
Betty Beier
Douglas Benting
Griffith and Molly Brown
Phyllis Bruce
Cynthia Cohen
Diana Cohen and Weselley Slaymaker
Barbara Crosby
Dirk DeYoung and Sarah Parsons
Charles Fletcher
J. Frichette
Nancy Hansen
Rachelle Hansen
Susan Humphrey
Marguerite Isaacson
Ann and Jon Jensen
David and Susan Johnson
Ruth Katz
James and Catherine Keane
Arthur Knowles
Ben and Jen Kristensen
Charles Legros and Karen Heegaard

KFNA thanks 2003 donors

Andrew Morse; Marnie Peichel;
Michelle Ramier; Hannah Rosengren;
Rachel and Tom Schneider; and Tom
Stark.  Thanks are also extended to
Kingfield businesses Shorty & Wags,
Bruegger’s Bagels, and Anodyne
Coffeehouse for providing meals and
drinks to the volunteers.

Kathleen Lewis and Linda Bick
Jillian Locke
Karen Jean Martinson
Nancy and Patrick Mulloy
Todd Nelson and Paula Kalinosky
Zoe Nicholie
James Oilund
Alina Oxendine
Ryan Paulson and Darla Hovden
Sean Pegg
Marc Perlman
Dorothy Petersen
Corrine Rafferty and Dale Wiehoff
Michelle Rasmussen
Marian Riordan
Jay and Peggy Roos
Ilona Rumy
Debra Jo and John Sathrum
Amanda Saunders
Julie Schmidt
Rebecca Smith
Walton Stanley and Leslie Rapp
Phala Tracy
Evelyn Turgeon
Katherine Tyler
James Van Slyke and Signe Albertson
Melanie Wall and Pascale Crepon
Bonnie Wendlandt
Jodine Williams
Susan Youngdahl

2003 In-kind Gifts   
Amoco
Anodyne Coffeehouse
Best Foods
Bruegger’s Bagels
Caffe Tempo
Curran’s Family Restaurant
Grand Bakery
N.E. Thyme
Nicollet Hardware
Pump ‘N Munch
Sebastian Joe’s
Super America
Shorty & Wags
Theisen’s Vending
Valspar Paints  
Victor’s 1959 Cuban Café

Kingfield neighbors learn on the job as they complete the house exterior.

Kingfield sponsors a wealth of
programs and activities that may be
foreign to some neighborhood
residents.  Emergency home repair,
business façade improvement, and
street enhancements are only some of
the offerings organized by KFNA.   

To better inform residents about
what is happening in the neighborhood
and how they can get involved, people
are encouraged to attend the Kingfield
Annual Meeting, April 19 at 7 p.m. at
Martin Luther King Park.  The
meeting allows people to learn how
KFNA is spending Neighborhood
Revitalization Program funds, to meet
neighbors interested in shaping
Kingfield’s future, and to sign-up to
volunteer for various activities,
including youth soccer, the annual
garage sale, the annual festival, the
farmer’s market, or the organization’s
several committees.  The neighborhood
will also be voting to fill seven board
vacancies.  Any Kingfield resident or
representative of a Kingfield business
may run for the board. 

The meeting is preceded by a potluck
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., and people
are asked to bring a dish to share.
Free child care is available from 6:45
p.m. until the meeting’s conclusion,
approximately 9 p.m.  To sign-up for
child care or to learn more about the
meeting, contact Sarah Linnes-
Robinson at (612) 823-5980.

-Sean Wherley

Build a Better
Kingfield:
Attend Annual
Meeting!

Are you interested in serving on the
Kingfield Neighborhood Association
board?  If you want to learn more
about this great way to help and serve
the community, visit one of the "Meet
the Board" coffees this spring.  

The coffees allow neighbors to chat
with current board members about
their responsibilities, time
commitments, and any other issues
about the position.  At Kingfield’s
Annual Meeting April 19, seven board
positions will be filled.  

Board member David Muschenheim
will host a coffee-time March 31 at
Caffe Tempo, 4161 Grand Ave. S., from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  KFNA Board
President David Motzenbecker will
also be available for questions and
discussion April 18 at Anodyne
Coffeehouse, 4301 Nicollet Ave. S.,
from 10 a.m. to noon.  If those dates
are not convenient, contact the KFNA
office at (612) 823-5980 and a board
director will be happy to return your
call and answer any questions.

-Liz Gibson-Gasset

Meet your
KFNA Board



v o l u n t e e r s a n d
our Kingfield staff.
None of these
things could have
been accomplished
without them.
These volunteers
are lawyers,
planners, painters,
business owners,
architects, farmers, artists, City
Council aides, non-profit managers,
property managers and many more.
But even with that impressive list,
your Board of Directors is short by one
member!  All the alternates that you
elected at last year’s Annual Meeting
are now serving – no one is left to fill a
vacancy should one occur!  As NRP
funding dwindles, so does the time that
we can continue to retain paid staff
members.  That is why it is crucial to
build the volunteer base now.

As I mentioned at the beginning of
my letter – Kingfield is moving
forward.  We cannot afford to let this
momentum stall for even an instant.
Kingfield has a tremendous history of
brilliant volunteerism – join with me
and help us continue our precedent-
setting behavior.  All of the projects
you’ve read about today need
volunteers to keep them forging ahead
tomorrow, and they need expertise
from all corners of the spectrum.  If
you have a talent – tell us about it!
Like I said…now’s the time!

Best regards,
David M. Motzenbecker
President, KFNA
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About the 
Kingfield Neighborhood

Association

The Kingfield neighborhood
runs from 36th to 46th Streets,
between Lyndale Avenue and
35W.

The Kingfield Neighborhood
Association (KFNA) office is
located in The Center for
Performing Arts building, room
101:

KFNA Office
3754 Pleasant Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55409
Phone   612-823-5980
E-mail   kfna@email.com
www.kingfield.org

The KFNA board meets the
second Wednesday of the month
at 7 p.m. at ML King Park, 4055
Nicollet Avenue So. The
following residents are serving
on the KFNA Board of
D i r e c t o r s for the 2003-2004 term:

Thor Anderson..............821.1046
Tony Aspholm...............827.2956
Tom Buller....................823.3470
Rosemary Dolata ..........827.4936
Paige Fitzgerald............827.3643
Arthur Knowles............823.0808
Ben Kristensen.............822.2312
Martha Ingram.............825.4984
Erik Lindseth................827.3890
David Motzenbecker.....822.5571
David Muschenheim.....825.5959
Sean Wherley................825.4952

KFNA Staff
NRP Coordinator: 
Sarah Linnes-Robinson .823.5980 

NRP Project Organizer:
Liz Gibson-Gasset.....823.5980x3

Kingfield News
If you are interested in writing, 
editing, designing, or taking
photographs for the Kingfield News,
call the KFNA office at 823-5980.

Now’s the time!  The ball has started
rolling and it will only keep rolling if
we have dedicated volunteers to push it
along.  It’s time for you to join your
neighbors in helping make the
decisions that will affect your way of
life in the near future.  It’s time you
participate in running your
neighborhood – Kingfield – and let me
tell you why…

In the past year the Kingfield
Neighborhood Association (KFNA) has
done some amazing work in our
burgeoning section of the city.  Let me
just outline for you some of the positive
accomplishments of the past year: the
evolution of the Kingfield Cabaret into
the Kingfield Summer Festival,
business façade improvements
revitalizing 38th & Nicollet, new
business openings at 38th & Grand, a
successful Kingfield Farmer’s Market,
and a successful Kingfield Garage Sale.
Your contribution of time can ensure
that these vital activities and services
continue and grow in the coming years.

Planning for the future, in many
different ways, has also been a strong
focus of KFNA this past year.  These
planning exercises have taken many
forms, and I’ll detail some of them for
you now:

KFNA has been involved in
extensive meetings regarding the 35W
Access Project and the C r o s s t o w n
Expansion.  These two issues are, and
will continue to be, very important for
Kingfield residents. What will happen
to Kingfield’s quality of life should
these projects succeed in moving
forward?  You, neighbors, must be the
collective voice that answers that
question. 

KFNA has written and adopted an
Affordable Housing Statement .
This statement presents excellent
criteria for guiding future housing
development decisions within the
neighborhood.  Under these criteria, in
2003, KFNA added four units of
affordable housing to the
neighborhood.  Two of these affordable
units are being done in partnership
with the Minneapolis Public Housing
Authority.  This development won a
$10,000 NRP Affordable Housing
Reserve Fund Grant, with our
application receiving the 2nd highest
possible points out of all applicants.
The other two units are being
developed by Habitat for Humanity
and Project for Pride in Living.

KFNA applied for and won the
Center For Neighborhoods
Corridor Housing Initiative Grant.
This grant consists of approximately
$7,000 worth of resources and services
to help develop and build affordable
housing along the Nicollet corridor.
This will be an excellent project that
will begin looking at what types of
housing are needed along Nicollet and
locations for said housing.  This project
will also provide KFNA with detailed
information that can be used as a
framework for the larger master
planning of the entire neighborhood.
Make sure to scan the papers and our
website for news of public meetings
and chances to participate in this
process, it will be truly exciting and an
eye-opening way to learn about and
volunteer for the neighborhood.  

KFNA reached out to both Lyndale
and Tangletown neighborhoods t o
begin building strong partnerships for

future planning goals.  With both the
Corridor Housing Initiative’s focus on
Nicollet, and the 35W/Crosstown
Expansion project looming, this is an
ideal time to begin forging more solid
relationships with our neighbors to the
north and south.  A collaborative
alliance of three neighborhoods has the
possibility to speak volumes and affect
positive change in the near future.

KFNA took place in the A m e r i c a n
Institute of Architects – MN 17th
Annual Search for Shelter Design
Charrette.  This weekend of design
pairs working designers & design
students with various clients statewide
that are seeking solutions for their
affordable housing challenges.  The
teams explore the issues and present
unique solutions to the clients at the
end of the weekend. The Nicollet
corridor was brought forward as a
project and the designers offered
thoughtful ideas and building types
that would work at various locations
throughout the neighborhood.  

KFNA is working with the
University of Minnesota – College of
Architecture and Landscape
Architecture to create a collaborative
design studio to assist in the design of
a Kingfield Neighborhood Master
Plan.  With the future of NRP funding
questionable, KFNA feels it is
important to create an organic
framework that can be used to guide
future planning for the neighborhood.
A Master Plan will act as a guide for
future fiscal, aesthetic, development-
based, and quality of life decisions the
neighborhood will have to make.  The
goal of KFNA is to have our Master
Plan document ratified by the
Minneapolis City Council, making it
part of their Comprehensive Plan and
solidifying its place in future funding
decisions.

And that is just a sampling of the
accomplishments that have happened
this year, there are too many to list in
just this short letter!  The common
thread in all of the accomplishments
you’ve just read about has been the
tireless dedication of r e s i d e n t

A Note from the President

In 2003 KFNA took a serious look at
the format and future of its
neighborhood newsletter – the
Kingfield News. In an era of dwindling
Neighborhood Revitalization Program
funds, KFNA scrutinized its funding,
including ways in which the newsletter
could reduce its publishing costs. 

KFNA’s Communications Committee
considered a partnership with the
Southwest Journal.  Under the plan,
the semi-monthly newspaper would
publish a page of Kingfield-related
stories every few months in exchange
for having KFNA solicit neighborhood
businesses to sponsor the page.
Committee members expressed
concern about the plan, however,
because Southwest Journal is not
distributed to all Kingfield addresses.
Additionally, the committee was
reluctant to approach local businesses,
many of which already provide
financial and in-kind support to
neighborhood activities.  Other
discussion focused on making Kingfield
News strictly an online publication,
ultimately being dismissed because of
the number of residents lacking
internet access.

In the end, the Communications
Committee located a printer able to
publish the "newsprint" tabloid you are
holding now for considerably less than
the previous format.  You can view the
current edition of Kingfield News by
visiting www.kingfield.org.

The Communications Committee
wants Kingfield News to be a forum for
neighborhood news, events and
concerns.  It can use volunteer help
with the planning, reporting, editing,
and photographing for the publication.
If you want to help improve our reach
and better serve all neighbors, contact
(612) 823-5980.

-Thor Anderson

Kingfield News
gets makeover

not, however, signify the end of the
project’s approval.  Rather, a public
hearing must be held to review the
project’s effect on air, water, and noise
in the surrounding area.  The hearing
is the last formal opportunity to
express comments and concerns about
the project.  

After the hearing, the city council
and county board will conduct a final
vote on the Access Project.  This is
likely to occur in June.  The June votes
will be based on more thorough and
complete designs for the Access
Project, whereas the January votes
were approving the general concept
design.  

The project’s final design could be
modified by the county and city council
before the June votes.   Kingfield
residents are urged to contact their
city council and county board members
and express their views on the project.
Here are the Kingfield representatives:

County Commissioner Gail Dorfman 
(612) 348-7883

Council Member Robert Lilligren 
(612) 673-2208

Council Member Dan Niziolek 
(612) 673-2210

Council Member Scott Benson 
(612) 673-2211

-Sean Wherley

After largely sitting dormant for
more than a year, the 35W Access
Project sprung back to life in January
when both the Minneapolis City
Council and Hennepin County Board
approved the $152 million project.
Next is a public hearing held in April
or May concerning the environmental
impact of the project.

Hennepin County voted 7-0 at its
Jan. 27 board meeting to approve the
project and the city council followed
suit three days later, approving the
project 9-3.  The three city council
members representing Kingfield had
divergent views.  Robert Lilligren
voted no, while Scott Benson voted yes,
and Dan Niziolek abstained.  Niziolek
said the council needed more
information before holding a vote.  

As designed, the project would
construct two new freeway ramps at
Lake Street, move existing ramps at
35th and 36th Streets south to 38th
Street, build several new bridges, and
reconfigure the 5th Avenue ramps.
KFNA opposes the project because of
its detrimental impact at 38th Street,
its unproven economic benefits to the
larger community, and its failure to
alleviate growing congestion on
Interstate 35W.     

The city council and county votes do

35W Access Project approved; 
public hearing to follow



3

There is something very pleasing
about the image of our third season of
little kids’ soccer, which starts in June.
The warmth will return to the air, the
green grass will re-appear in Martin
Luther King Park, and it will be time
to take our 4-8 year-olds to the field
along 42nd Street.  A very pleasant
thought indeed.

Every Tuesday evening in January,
February and March, 27 youngsters
gathered with their parents and five of
our summer coaches to play indoor
soccer in the MLK Park gym.  It is the
program’s first winter session, and
first chance to claim a little gym time
from the basketball players.  Many
thanks to Park Director, Brian Cornell,
for finding us a time slot inside the
nice, wooden-floor gym.

What can participants expect this
summer?  Starting June 16th, sessions
will run every Saturday morning from
10 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. and every
Wednesday evening from 6 p.m. to 7:15
p.m.. Our final session will be held on

Last September, the two kilns at
Martin Luther King Park broke down,
posing a major problem for Recreation
Specialist, Eunice Rudolph, who runs
the park’s ceramic classes.  To
compound the bad luck, neither kiln
was reparable and there was no money
in the park’s 2003 or 2004 budgets to
purchase a new kiln.  

That’s when two good Samaritans
stepped in, in the form of Kingfield
business owners Julene Lind of
Nicollet Hardware and Dennis Curran
of Curran’s Family Restaurant.
According to Rudolph, she mentioned
her troubles to Lind one day in
passing.  

"Julene called me back and offered to
pick up the tab for a new kiln by
splitting the cost with Curran’s," said
Rudolph.  Rudolph found a used kiln,
salvaged from a nursing home that had
discontinued a ceramics program, for
$800.  Within a month, the kiln had
been purchased and installed at MLK
Park, and ceramics classes were back
in action.  "Their generosity blew my
mind," added Rudolph.  "It’s a
wonderful thing to have such great
neighbors."  

Rudolph is currently teaching two
ceramics classes at the park:
senior/adult ceramics Thursdays from
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and kids’
ceramics Thursdays from 4:30 p.m. to
5:30 p.m.  Contact the park at (612)
370-4908 for more information.  Next
time you stop by Nicollet Hardware or
Curran’s Restaurant, tell them how
much we all appreciate their kindness.

- Liz Gibson-Gasset

‘Samaritans’
bring new kiln
to MLK Park

The safe disposal of household
hazardous waste (HHW) is important
to protect the environment and to
conserve resources for future
generations.  HHW include aerosols,
paints, pesticides, items that contain
mercury such as thermometers and
fluorescent lamps, and other household
products that are corrosive, flammable,
reactive or toxic.

Hennepin County collects HHW at
two permanent suburban locations and
sponsors several event collections each
year in Minneapolis and suburban
communities.  KFNA, in partnership
with the East Harriet Farmstead
Neighborhood and the East Calhoun

Community Organization, has applied
to host a Household Hazardous Waste
Drop-Off Day this summer in the
parking lot of the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board Operations
Center at 3800 Bryant Ave. S.  It will
allow area residents a convenient
option to dispose of their hazardous
waste at no charge.  

While a date has not been set,
further information will be available in
early spring.  In the meantime, contact
the KFNA office at (612) 823-5980 with
any questions about the program or to
volunteer at the event. 

-Liz Gibson-Gasset

Hazardous waste drop-off day

In an effort to deter graffiti, involve
youth in neighborhood activities, and
improve the character of the
community, KFNA painted four murals
on local businesses last year and plans
10 more in 2004.  

Funded by a variety of Kingfield
NRP projects and supported by a grant
from Valspar Paints, the murals
appear on the Groomsmen and
Peterson Flowers, both located near
38th Street and Grand Avenue, and on
United Standard and Never Enough
Thyme catering facility, both near 43rd
Street and Nicollet Avenue.  

Cuban artist Lidia Aguilera Sanchez
worked with community volunteers to
paint the Yemaya mural, originally
located at Peter Pan Cleaners.  KFNA
moved the mural Nov. 25 to Peterson
Flowers, 410 W. 38th St., after
neighborhood businesses collected
$3,000 to keep the work in Kingfield.  

The other three pieces were overseen
by local artist Jane Elias, who

According to a study commissioned
by the Minnesota Housing Finance
Agency, 16 percent of all Minnesotan
households occupy dwellings they
cannot afford.  We feel that is likely to
be the case in Kingfield, too.  

As property values rise, so do
property taxes, and the number of
phone calls to KFNA asking where
people can find help to maintain
homes, and pay property taxes and
heating bills.  In light of the difficult
economic situation that many
homeowners may be in, it is critical
that they be matched with resources
which can provide help and
information.

KFNA recently reinstated its
Emergency Home Improvement Grant
Program, which allows homeowners
earning 50 percent or below the
median income (roughly $38,000 for a
family of four) to qualify for up to
$4,000 to repair hazardous or
structural problems.  For more
information about this program,
including the qualifying income limits,
call Jim Hasnik at the Center for

Energy and Environment (CEE) at
(612) 335-5885.  KFNA’s
Redevelopment Program may match
these funds for residents living
between Interstate 35W and the west
side of Nicollet Avenue, and 36th
Street and 38th Street.

CEE also provides people struggling
financially with deferred loans for up
to $15,000 from the Minnesota
Housing Finance Agency (MHFA).
This program is available to
households whose annual income is
under $18,000 and whose assets
(excluding home and one vehicle) do
not exceed $25,000.  This loan is
interest free, does not require monthly
payments, and does not have to be
repaid until you sell your home.
Potential applicants should call Kristin
at (612) 335-5881.

For sprucing up the exterior of your
home, help is available through the
Metro-Paint-A-Thon.  Volunteers from
various churches, civic groups, schools,
and corporations will scrape and paint
the exterior of 150 eligible homes Aug.
7-8.  Structurally sound, single-family

Home repair available to those in need
residences may qualify if the
homeowners are 60 years of age, or
older, and meet monthly income
guidelines, approximately $1,500 per
month for a single income household.
To request an application, contact
Metro-Paint-A-Thon at (612) 721-8687
x321.  Applications are due May 10.       

Another related painting program is
Brush with Kindness, a spin-off of
Habitat for Humanity.  Besides
painting, this program will help
landscape and conduct minor exterior
repairs.   For information on this
program, contact Habitat for
Humanity at (612) 331-4090.  

Lastly, if you are 55 years or older,
contacting Ruth Kildow, senior
Ombudsman for the City of
Minneapolis, could be beneficial.
Kildow can link people with health,
social, and transportation resources, in
addition to helping create plans for
City assessed items such as sidewalk
repairs or property taxes.  To learn
more, contact Ruth at (612) 673-3004.

-Sarah Linnes-Robinson

Youth soccer program

Kingfield targets businesses for
more murals

July 21st.

Sessions will be held at the Martin
Luther King Park soccer field along
42nd Street, between Nicollet Avenue
and Interstate 35W.  The sessions are
geared toward providing soccer skills
and games, and informal games with
other parks.  The age groups will be
divided as follows: four-year-olds; 5-6
year-olds; and 7-8 year-olds.

Cost is $20 for the entire summer
session, and an additional $7 for a new
shirt i f  needed.   A fee waiver or
reduction is available by contacting
KFNA at (612) 823-5980.  Sign-up will
be held at the field before the first
couple of sessions.

Please tell any friends with 4-8 year-
olds about our youth soccer program.
We think it’s still unknown to lots of
folks who would enjoy participating.  If
you have questions, contact Michael
Vanderford at (612) 827-3014.

-Michael Vanderford

mentored neighborhood youth on the
design and painting of the murals.

This year, the KFNA Board and
NRP Steering Committee plan to
expand the program.  A citizen
committee has met since February to
design the program and develop
applications for interested artists,
youths, and businesses.  The concept
involves 10 artists, each spending one
week at a different Kingfield business
with a group of 2-6 youth who help
design and complete a mural.  While
the NRP Steering Committee has
committed funding toward the project,
the ambitious goal will require
securing matching funds from an
outside source. 

If you have any questions about
Kingfield’s Mural Project or are an
artist, youth, or local business
interested in receiving an application,
contact Sarah at the KFNA office at
(612) 823-5980 or kfna@email.com.

-Sarah Linnes-Robinson

Getting to the Bottom of the
Ballot is a community program
funded in part by KFNA that
hopes to give people a deeper
understanding of local politics and
the political process.  The non-
profit, non-partisan organization
is sponsoring two seminars in the
coming month.  

The first forum, "Putting a
Price on Politics," is a non-
partisan discussion on how money
influences politics.  It will be held
March 16 at Southwest High
School, 3414 W. 47th St., from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m.

The second forum,
"Investigation:  Media in Politics,"
is a non-partisan discussion on
how media influences politics.  It
will be held April 20 at Southwest
High School from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The Bottom of
the Ballot

Detail from mural by Jane Elias on ‘Never Enough Thyme’ near 43rd and Nicollet

Eunice Rudolph with new kiln
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Fairy Godmother
The sign in the window says it all:

"Things for making wishes come true."
Terre Thomas, owner of the newly
opened Fairy Godmother, 3801 Grand
Ave. S., says she sells things that help
people make transitions in life and
realize their dreams. Inspirational
books, artistic prints, music CDs and
even magic wands are all part of the
offering.  Most important is the
guiding presence of Thomas, who takes
a personal interest in helping
customers find that specific item which
will inspire or empower them.

Thomas has been a writer and life
coach for years. She has published
columns in newspapers such as the
Pioneer Press and continues to write
when not tending to the store.  When
the corner retail space became
available several months ago, Thomas
and her family began a thorough
renovation, gutting the interior. It took

them only four weeks to convert the
former tee-shirt print shop into a
welcoming space. 

The store hosts a drop-in book group
the first Friday of each month from
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Call (612) 825-
1105 for more information.

-Thor Anderson

Nardie’s Café
Nardie’s Café specializes in soul and

seafood, boasting a mouthwatering
menu that features everything from
collard greens and candied yams to
smothered pork chops and fried
shrimp.  Owned and operated by
brothers Leonard and Lewis Lowe,
Nardie’s Café aims to provide its
patrons with a home-cooked meal at a
reasonable price.  The Lowes have
owned restaurants in the Twin Cites
for nearly ten years, moving their cafe
from St. Paul to Kingfield in
September 2003.  

"Cooking on such a large scale is
really an art," admits Leonard.  "We
strive for quality and consistency, and
our customers expect this."  What is
the proof?  Nardie’s Café won the City
Pages’ Award for Best Chicken Wings
in 2003.  And they cater, too.  Says a
smiling Leonard: "You take care of the
party and leave the food up to Nardie." 

-Mary Vanderford

Caffe Tempo
Caffe Tempo, 4161 Grand Ave. S., is

under new ownership.  Tammy and
Mark Mulvehill, who live one block
from their new business, offer the
same varieties of coffee, but have made
significant changes in the store.  They
have added sandwiches to the mix,
offering customers a choice of six
breads, five deli meats, and cheese and
vegetable toppings.  In the spring, the
Mulvehills will add sorbet and Italian

ice cream to their growing menu. 

The shop also provides high-speed
internet access and copying and faxing
services.  Hours of operation are from
6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days a
week. -Mary Vanderford

Lucky Girl Gourmet Grocery
Lucky Girl  Gourmet Grocery is

Nikki Brovold’s first start up retail
venture, but she draws experience
from working for small businesses,
including several years as manager of
Anodyne Coffeeshop in Kingfield.
Lucky Girl, 3800 Grand Ave. S.,
reflects her passion for quality food
items such as fine olive oils, custom
made cheeses, and a rack full of
culinary magazines. 

In addition to selling specialty foods,
Brovold is interested in serving the
everyday needs of neighborhood
shoppers. She stocks milk, butter,
eggs, produce and fresh bread. She is
committed to providing organic
products whenever possible, while
trying to maintain reasonable prices.

Brovold is anxious to stay in touch
with the gastronomic preferences of
the neighborhood. She invites visitors
to get to know her selection and make
suggestions as desired. She has
immediate plans to open a gourmet
deli in the rear of the store, complete
with a lunch counter and several
stools. Take-home menus are available
so that local businesses and
homeowners can call to place lunch
orders. Deli items include soups, salads
and made-to-order sandwiches.

-Thor Anderson

Hong’s Kitchen
Hong’s Kitchen, which opened Feb.

1, offers Chinese delivery, take-out and
catering.  Open daily from 11 a.m. to 9

p.m., Hong’s Kitchen is owned and run
by Hong Min Chu and his wife Grace,
who moved to Minneapolis ten years
ago when their daughter enrolled at
the University of Minnesota.  Prior to
this, the Hongs ran restaurants for
more than 30 years, including in New
York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.  Their
menu offers a wide range of specialty
dishes, from chow mein, chop suey, and
lo mein, to favorites such as Szechwan
spicy chicken and sweet and sour pork 

"We hope to have something for
everyone here," Hong stressed.
"Something for every wallet and every
taste bud."  As an added bonus,
customers mentioning this article will
receive a 10 percent discount at Hong’s
Kitchen during March and April.  

-Mary Vanderford

New businesses dot Kingfield

Terre Thomas explains the many uses
of magic wands to a young customer

Nikki Brovold, 
Lucky Girl Gourmet Grocery
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Calendar of Events
March 27 South Minneapolis Housing & Home Improvement Fair

10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Minneapolis South High School, 3131 19th Avenue S.

March 31 “Meet the KFNA Board”, Coffee with David Muschenheim
7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Caffe Tempo, 4161 Grand Avenue S.

April 18 “Meet the KFNA Board”, Coffee with David Motzenbecker
10 a.m. - noon Anodyne Coffeehouse, 4301 Nicollet Avenue S.

April 19 KFNA Annual Potluck
5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Martin Luther King Park, 4055 Nicollet Avenue S

April 19 KFNA Annual Meeting
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. Martin Luther King Park, 4055 Nicollet Avenue S.

May 22 Judson Street Festival
Judson Church and Preschool, 4101 Harriet Avenue S.

June 5 KFNA Neighborhood-wide Garage Sale
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Kingfield

June 13 Opening Day of Farmer’s Market & Plant Exchange
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 43rd Street & Nicollet Avenue

June 16 - July 21 Youth Summer Soccer

July 31 Kingfield Festival
4 p.m. – 9 p.m. Martin Luther King Park, 4055 Nicollet Avenue S.

Aug. 3 National Night Out
5 p.m. – 9 p.m. Kingfield

To be determined Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off
3800 Bryant Avenue S.

Summer/Fall 2004 Youth Soccer
Martin Luther King Park

For more information on these events, call the KFNA office at (612) 823-5980.
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