
Kingfield Neighborhood

Connecting Artists, 
Creating Community,

& Tackling Real-World Problems

http://kingfield.org/art-connecting-kingfield/



YƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ tǳōƭƛŎ !Ǌǘ
Å In 2002 KFNA funded a fledging Nonprofit called Art in the City.
ÅGoal of the Artist led project was to teach youth how to draw & 

paint.
Å Final project: an outdoor murals on 1 of 11 businesses that applied.
ÅMural so well received by community a grant from KFNA was used 

to complete 2 more murals in 2003 by the same group.

What did we learn?
Å There is a difference between signage & art.
ÅQuicker is better.
Å Youth would invest in the project & did not need stipends to do so.
Å KFNA wanted a stronger relationship to each project, including to 

the youth, the artists, and the businesses.
ÅMurals deterred graffiti. 



2003: Yemaya, 38th & Grand

Showed potential of engaging a diverse public  
audience in project.  Also highlighted  issues of not 
understanding necessary outreach, ownership, and 
contracts.



2004: Five Murals Painted
36th & Nicollet: Never tagged.  (Mural painted over in 2010.)

Approach: Developed a Business Façade Program with NRP Funds to 
target heavily graffitied exterior commercial walls.



Lessons Learned in 2004: 
ÅArtistic murals survived business changes
ÅLocal Artists bring additional resources & support
ÅInclude building prep in contract with Business
ÅAdd scaffolding costs to project!



2005: Four Murals Completed
Targeted on High-Graffiti Walls

37th & Lyndale:²ŀƭƭ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƎƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ψлр

-



2005: Four Murals Painted

41st & Nicollet

Lessons Learned: Write clear contracts with both artists and businesses, 
ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀ ŘŜŀƭΣ ϧ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŀƪŜ άōŜŦƻǊŜέ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΗ 



2005: Kingfield Mural Map & Crawl



2006: First Annual Kingfield Community Art Show
Å50% of sale price goes to artists  

ÅProfits dedicated to pubic art in neighborhood

ÅNon-ƧǳǊƛŜŘΧŀƭƭ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ

ÅPartnership with Local Businesses

ÅHeld 6th Annual Art Show , April Foolishness, last 
weekend!

This Annual Fundraiser has allowed KFNA to react quickly to 
community issues and opportunities with public art solutions.



нллтΥ Ψ²ŀƭƭŘƻƎǎ ƻƴ bƛŎƻƭƭŜǘΩ
Preview Project 9/07

34th & Nicollet: Vacant Shop Historic Photo of 
Fischer Grocery



Walldogs: A New Approach to Painting

Finished Fischer Grocery Mural 
9/07 Post Arson Photo 2/08 

Project Goals: Display Neighborhood History, Create Corridor Identity, and  
Provide an Intense Public Art Community Involvement Experience



2008: Walldogs on Nicollet

10 Murals on 8 sites in 4 Days on Nicollet Avenue

Many sites presented unexpected installation issues and costs.



Martin Luther King Park, 4055 Nicollet, 
the former Nicollet Field


