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What is the Energy Assistance Program?
Community Action of Minneapolis has a federal program that is funded through the Minnesota Department of Commerce to provide help with your gas or electric bills. Once you apply and become income qualified, your heating bill will have the annual Minnesota State percentage of the grant assistances payment go directly to your Utility Company on your behalf. We will use your past 3 months of household income and or last year’s federal tax forms for self-employment income to make eligibility determinations. In addition, your eligibility status will allow you to be referred to other programs designed to help with your housing and family needs.  

Energy Assistance Eligibility Guidelines 

Maximum Eligible Income for Program Dates 10-01-2009 to 09-30-2010
Heating Assistance  
	Household
Size 
	Annual
	        3 Month 

	1 
	$21,695
	$5,423

	2 
	$28,371
	$7,092

	3 
	$35,046
	$8,761

	4 
	$41,722
	$10,430

	5 
	$48,398
	$12,099

	6 
	$55,073
	$13,768


The Minnesota Energy Assistance Program uses the past 3 months of household income prior to signing the application and/or last year's federal tax forms for self-employment income for making eligibility determinations. 

Based on 50% of Minnesota State Median Income or 110% of Poverty, whichever is greater. For each additional household member add $4,114 to annual income and

                                         $1,028 to the 3 month income.
What is the Home Electric Savings Program? 

You may qualify for free low income Energy Savings programs from Xcel Energy if you are a current user and income qualified. We’ll come to your home or apartment to give you advice on simple ways to lower your energy bills. We also will show you how to make small changes in your household that can help you save even more. While we’re there, we’ll replace four of your incandescent light bulbs with energy efficient, compact florescent bulbs. We’ll also help you determine if you qualify for other free energy savings programs. If your major household appliances are older than 10 years, chances are they consume a great deal of energy and cost a lot more to run than newer, energy efficient appliances. Based on your needs we may:
· Replace an old refrigerator or freezer with a new energy-efficient model
· Replace an old window air conditioner with a new energy efficient model
· Recycle all appliances being replaced free of charge (including second refrigerators, freezers or window air conditioning units)
The Energy Services Programs are designed to increase energy efficiency and reduce energy costs in your homes. All of these services are provided FREE OF CHARGE to you if you are income eligible.
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What is Weatherization?
	Household
Size 
	Annual 
	3-month 

	1 
	$21,695
	$5,423

	2 
	$29,140
	$7,285

	3 
	$36,620
	$9,155

	4 
	$44,100
	$11,025

	5 
	$51,580
	$12,895

	6 
	$59,060
	$14,765


Community Action of Minneapolis has successfully weatherized over 28,000 homes in the city of Minneapolis since 1980. An energy audit begins with an assessment  of your home, furnace and electric usage for areas of heat loss, inefficiency and threats to health and safety. Based on your audit, the solutions to reducing your heat waste may include air sealing, insulation of your attic and/or walls, heating unit repairs or replacement or funding for emergency replacement of your natural gas furnace or water heater. By utilizing state of the art energy     Above is a brief view of income guidelines for Weatherization
performance and applied technology, 
our customers average about 26% savings on 
energy costs after weatherization work has 

been completed.  

The Benefits:

Energy Service programs works to:

· Reduce energy costs and alleviate high energy burden for income eligible families.

· Decrease the nation's energy consumption and reduce dependence on imported oil.

· Improve local air quality and avoid greenhouse gas emissions.

· Provide economic boost in income eligible communities.

Ben and Jerry's:

In 2000 Community Action of Minneapolis joined forces with Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream to create what is called a PartnerShop. Community Action of Minneapolis wanted to provide economic opportunities to youth while meeting job training needs. Ben and Jerry's PartnerShop are ScoopShops that are independently owned and operated by community based nonprofit organizations. Ben and Jerry's waives the standard franchise fees and provides additional support to help nonprofits operate strong businesses. The goal behind the PartnerShop is to offer job and entrepreneurial training to youth and young adults that may face barriers to employment. For the past nine years Community Action of Minneapolis Ben and Jerry's PartnerShop has given the participants of the “Youthful Beginnings Program” an opportunity to learn on the job training and customer service skills, which are skills that participants can continue to take with them as they move along their career paths.

Ben and Jerry's “Youthful Beginnings Program” Mission: “To provide youth with soft skills and on the job training while preparing them to become gainfully employed in the future.”
What is Children and Family Development?
The Children and Family Development programs sponsored by Community Action of Minneapolis have successfully helped families and individuals in need to become more self sufficient. These programs are for those motivated to change their lives. 

How do I sign up for these programs?

You may already be eligible to receive these programs based on your income. Call 612-335-5837.
2104 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN  55404


PHONE: 612-335-5837 FAX: 612-335-5975
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