In January 2009, a group of neighbors approached KFNA and expressed their interest in seeing an off-leash dogpark at Martin Luther King Park.  The Kingfield Neighborhood Association (KFNA) Board tasked them with determining if the idea was feasible and if there was interest from other residents.  On April 14, 2010, after hearing the Dog Park Core Team’s report, the KFNA Board formally adopted the Team’s recommendation for constructing an off-leash dogpark along the eastern edge of MLK Park.  We, the KFNA Board of Directors, support the creation of an off-leash area for dogs within Martin Luther King Park because we believe that this will:

· Increase community interaction between residents

· Bring new visitors to MLK Park

· Attract pedestrian visitors from several surrounding neighborhoods

· Add an amenity to an otherwise under-utilized section of the park

· Serve a diverse population from a largely residential area

· Serve an area of Minneapolis with a high density of dog ownership

· Serve an area of Minneapolis with no off-leash areas within walking distance

· Further the goal of establishing dog facilities in each Park District of the city

· Improve safety in the neighborhood and park through community policing

· Address issues of current illegal off-leash visits to the park

· Encourage enjoyment of green spaces within the city

· Invite new patronage of local businesses and community resources

· Increase purchases of off-leash permits to help maintain this and other dog facilities

Furthermore, we recognize that in preparing this proposal for an off-leash area, the task force has:

· Garnered a strong show of support from the community through outreach and education

· Reached out to members of the community from several neighborhoods through surveys and personal interaction

· Encouraged participation by Park Board representatives, area leaders, local businesses, and residents not otherwise involved or connected within their communities

· Striven to address concerns of citizens, neighbors, and other patrons of the park

· Selected this site from among several others in south Minneapolis to minimize any negative impact on the surrounding community

For these reasons, we the KFNA Board of Directors, support and recommend the proposal put forth by the KFNA Kingfield Dogpark task force.

