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Description of proposed project:

This proposal is for establishment of an off-leash dog park in Martin Luther King Park, to include two enclosed areas (one for small dogs and one for all dogs), with multiple entrance/exits. The proposed site totals approximately 1.1 acres in area, and is situated along the east side of MLK Park, between the existing tennis bubble, ball fields, and the sound wall owned by MnDOT, making use of the new 35W sound wall as the eastern boundary. MNDOT has expressed support and the approved Urban Partnership Agreement for landscaping along the soundwall has already been designed with an off-leash dogpark in mind. Other appropriate areas in MLK Park could also be considered as alternate sites as long as the overall size of the off-leash areas remains at or above, 1 acre, including the NW corner of the park. See attached graphic.

Basic features of the established off-leash areas would include double-gated entrances/exit areas with ornamental fencing on all street sides, lighting, water, benches, signage, and other additional amenities as agreed on by both the Park board and the Kingfield Dogpark Task Force. The facilities will be built and maintained by MPRB, with the assistance and support of the KFNA Dogpark Task Force and organized users of the Dog Park.

Facilities affected by the project or program:

A paved asphalt path does cross through the proposed dog park area.  This path would not need to be removed, but an alternative path would be constructed as part of the project, to link the pedestrian bridge to the path that currently crosses the center of the park, thus continuing access for bikers and walkers across the park.   No other facilities or programs are affected by this project as the space is unused currently for recreational purposes.  There may be other infrastructure issues to be considered, such as existing irrigation system, current snow removal practices, drainage, etc in the proposed eastern location. The NW corner includes a building used by YouthLine staff, picnic/eating area, a path, bus shelter, utilty boxes, and public art.
How does this project benefit the park board and further its mission?
The Off-Leash Dog Park would address the MPRB Mission in the following ways:

1. The ML King Dog Park would provide a place for many residents to gather regularly to engage in a community building activity. 
The proposal has received overwhelming support from dog owners from the surrounding neighborhoods, including Kingfield, Lyndale, Tangletown, Bryant, Regina, East Lake Harriet, Central, and Field, who would regularly walk their pets to the King dog park. This would result in residents building relationships with other dog-owners from diverse neighborhoods, as well as building support for the facility as a whole.  
The neighborhoods adjoining ML King Park have the second highest number of licensed dogs in the city, but an unusually low rate of purchase of off-leash licenses, likely due to the lack of an off-leash area in Park District 6. We believe that a dog park at MLK Park would result in an increase in purchase of off-leash licenses, and we know it would result in an increase of use of MLK Park.  

2. The ML King Dog Park would provide a place for many residents to gather regularly to engage in a healthy activity that promotes well-being. 

The establishment of the dog park would increase positive social interaction for dog owners; promote walking and outdoor activity; and increase safety and security for all users of ML King Park. The well-being of M.L. King Park would be enhanced by a regular presence of numerous adult neighbors using the eastern edge of the Park from 40th to 42nd Streets, an area that has long been seen as unsafe, and to be avoided.
3. The ML King Dog Park would bring neighbors who are not current users into ML King Park 
As MPRB strives to provide opportunities for all people, the dog park would create a place for underserved constituencies, including adults without children, who are not currently served by the park’s programs and opportunities.
The Off-Leash Dog Park Would Help Fulfill the MPRB Vision in the Following Ways:

1/ “..premier destination that welcomes and captivates residents and visitors.” The off-leash dog park at King would quickly become a destination for neighbors from both sides of 35W. Neighbors would regularly come on their own with their dogs, and would invite visitors to join them for an outing to their neighborhood park.  This would be a walking destination in most instances alleviating any added parking concerns.

2/ “..part of daily life and shape the character of Minneapolis.” The off-leash park at King would change neighbors’ use of their local park, making King Park a more vibrant community gathering place.
3/ “..recreational resources cultivate outstanding experiences, health, enjoyment, fun, and learning for all people.” “..connecting people to the land and each other.” Many neighbors who do not know each other now will have a year-round reason to regularly meet and share a common good experience with their pets and neighbors. They will get out and walk the Park in all seasons, experiencing the natural beauty of the four seasons, and sharing news and stories from their neighbors.

4/ “..safe, and meets the needs of individuals, families, and communities. The character of use of the off-leash dog park, and the number of neighbors who will use this area, will result in M.L. King Park becoming safer both in reality, and more importantly to the neighborhoods, in perception. There is a clear need expressed by the residents of the Kingfield and surrounding neighborhoods for a place to take their pets where they can safely and legally run and play.
5/ “..residents are proud stewards and supporters of an extraordinary park and recreation system.” Those who regularly use this off-leash area will become strong supporters of King Park and the MPRB that provides the opportunity to allow their dogs to run and play ball, as well as their children. 

Statement of Need:

The need for an off-leash area in District 6 is demonstrated both by statistics, and by the strong support this proposal has generated among residents and dog owners from the neighborhoods surrounding ML King Park. District 6 is the only remaining Parks district without a single off-leash area, even though it has the second highest number of licensed dogs in the city. The unusually low rate of purchase of off-leash permits in the surrounding area demonstrates pent-up demand. (See attached map.) The KFNA Dogpark Task Force has identified hundreds of supporters of this proposal and potential users of the dog park residing in the surrounding neighborhoods. 

A dog park in ML King Park would:

· Increase community interaction between residents

· Bring new users to the park

· Serve a diverse population 

· Improve safety in the neighborhood and park

· Encourage enjoyment of green spaces within the city

· Increase purchases of off-leash permits to help maintain this and other dog facilities

A number of potential sites have been examined and discussed with residents, MPRB commissioners and MPRB staff over the last 16 months. We are proposing the site we believe best responds to the needs and concerns of all users, but we understand that the particulars of the sites, boundaries and amenities will continue to be shaped by analysis and discussion with MPRB staff and Commissioners, as well as by continuing public input.
Estimated project or program cost:

Estimated at $45,000—to be analyzed/determined by MPRB staff.

Funds available from Organization:

KFNA Dogpark Task Force is willing and able to participate in raising funds needed for amenities or elements beyond the basic installation/construction costs.
Estimated Operating or Maintenance Cost:

Estimated at $3000 annually—to be analyzed/determined by MPRB staff

Funding sources: 

We understand that off-leash license revenues are to be used for establishment and maintenance of off-leash areas. We believe that establishment of this off-leash area will increase those revenues. 
Proposed timeframe:

ML King Dog Park to be established and in use by fall of 2010.
List of permits or variances need from other agencies:
MNDOT
Commercial, private or public proposal: 
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