Kingfield Neighborhood Board Association Meeting

January 12, 2011
Present:   John Barber, Tamara Eirten, Brook Lemm-Tabor, Destin Nygard, Scott Bordon, Arthur Knowles, Rachel Bond, Marshall Onsrud

Absent:  Brad Kalina, Randy Niemiec, Tom Parent, Mark Brandow, Chris Sur

Staff:   Sarah Linnes-Robinson

In absence of President Sur, Vice President Scott Bordon presided.

Guests:   Councilwoman Elizabeth Glidden, Heidi Fields, Owner/Manager, Driftwood
I.  Community Forum

A.  Elizabeth Glidden spoke regarding neighborhood funding.
1.  City Council - Meeting of the subcommittee – Jan. 13, 2011 – discussion regarding the neighborhood funding to be later discussed with whole council on the 28th.

2.  Report back date from the Finance Dept. Feb. 1.

a.  Finance department will report back on impact of reduction of $$s for TIF districts.  Part of this information will include discussion on Target Center funding

3.  Elizabeth spoke on equity issues for NCEC and how that affects neighborhoods.

 3.   Also she provided a brief update on RiverLake Greenway.  (Bicycle path going to the river from the lakes.  Items not yet addressed:  safety issues on the Bryant side of pedestrian bridge.  Funds will come from MDOT project.  Ideas for ways to make the juncture of pedestrians and motorists safer for all are currently being solicited and investigated. 
B.  Driftwood Char Bar Draft Letter of Support for Review. To accommodate our guest, Ms. Fields, we moved an item of Old Business to the front of the queue.
1.  Sarah refreshed our minds with the draft letter of support that was created and distributed before Christmas.  

2.  A copy of the letter was given to Ms. Fields for her records.

3.  Arthur moved that we accept President Sur’s draft as a formal letter and Destin second the motion. 

4.  Discussion – 

a.  Marshall stated that we should have a blanket plan to respond as a board to these types of requests based on the presumption that we will have more opportunities for similar actions in the future and that would help us later.

b.  Councilwoman Glidden noted the uniqueness of Driftwood and their application due to the State exemption the property already has. 
c.  It was also noted by John that LaChaya might also be requesting a license to serve liquor as well and would probably be a good candidate for positive consideration.

d.  Heidi asked for input from Councilwoman Glidden as to her opinion on the proposition of a full liquor license and if there would be other requirements she would need to meet.  She felt this information was important so she could continue successfully with her application.
e.  Rachel asked if we needed to make an amendment to allow us to make changes to our letter if an something changes at the property before an application is submitted but it was noted by other board members that we would always be allowed to do so.

5.  Scott then called the question – all present in favor except one abstention by Marshall.

II.  Reports

A.  Secretary – minutes reviewed and motion to pass by Arthur seconded by Tamara   .  Minutes were approved with an abstention by Destin who was absent.
B.  Treasurer – Sarah filled us in with information as noted on the back of our agenda. We successfully submitted a contract proposal for $189,000+ prior to the council vote to suspend our monies.  We did leave $185,000 in NRP Phase II housing funds uncontracted.
1.  Audit Findings and Response – Sarah discussed the findings of the reports as well as any questions and how we will respond to these.
a.  Sarah went over in detail several issues to which she would send replies.  

2.  Financial Policy Amendments
a. Sarah gave us a snapshot of this document and noted a few changes in the document for our consideration.

b.  We then tabled it while we review for a month.

3.  We will be able to move some of the monies we reserved by a vote.

4.  We do have reimbursements due but will be delayed because of the paperwork pileup in the City.

5.  Scott asked for comments and questions.    He asked for input from other members of the board as to the findings of the audit and to the correctness of our procedures.  
a.  John Barber and Destin stated they were comfortable with the procedures.

6.  Arthur proposed we accept the findings and Sarah’s replies, Rachel seconded the motion and everyone present voted in favor with the abstention of John Barber who is involved in the process.

III. New Business

A.  Neighborhood Community Engagement Commission (NCEC) Community Engagement Funding Application.

1.  Sarah commented on the application and her response.  Items included planning activities, what is our outreach, etc.  

2.  She requested permission to submit this application for our approved funding.
3.  A question was submitted by Destin as to what the actual gap in funding was for what we are provided and what we actually need to function.

a.  Sarah noted that that gap between NCEC and general operating is $40,000.  KFNA will be able to function at current capacity with the monies we have in reserve through NRP for a couple of years if the City does not move to capture this remaining NRP money also.
4.  Scott noted that he would’ve liked the application process to be a more collaborative process.  Sarah commented that would have been possible had not the City sent it to neighborhoods on Dec. 17, at which point both staff and volunteers were off for a number of weeks.  Additionally she added that the purpose of this money was stated as administrative to keep each organization functioning.  Scott noted a strategy might be needed to be more inclusive to the under-represented folks in the area.  Sarah responded that if he was referring to race, the application gave each neighborhood the latitude to state how diversity is represented in their community.  She agreed the board could engage more in a conversation of how they, as a neighborhood association, could serve other agencies that serve a broader racial demographic of people that use the neighborhood such as local churches and the park.
5.  It was suggested that Sarah rewrite portions of the application and submit it to the board for review and an e-vote prior to midnight tomorrow.

IV.  Old Business

A.  Driftwood  Char Bar – see above

B.  Copy of Letter of Intent Submitted by KFNA for history and community relations of our neighborhood project.   Item we had discussed last month – request submitted to CURA for neighborhood park initiative partnership with Sabathani.

V.   Committees, Task Force and Project Reports

A.  Redevelopment Committee – no meeting in December.  There was a meeting regarding the 46th Street access last month and found it difficult to make a decision but a count will be done to help address the varieties of uses in that area and how best to accommodate all modes of transportation usage.  Last meeting on Nicollet Avenue makeover has been quiet.  Sarah is checking into it.
B.  Dog Park Task Force- item removed from MPRB board agenda at beginning of the month while awaiting a proposal of a new CAC arrangement to be decided by members of the task force and CIA for MLK. 
C.  Green Committee- Working on Solar pilot site assessments.   The goal to create a unified bid form.
D.  Newsletter Committee - 
E.  Youth and Schools Committee

F.  Crime Prevention and Safety (CPaS) Committee

G. 40th & Lyndale TF

H.  Transportation Project

Respectfully submitted,

Brook Lemm-Tabor

Secretary, KFNA

E-Vote Addendum:

Additional E-Vote to January 2011 Minutes:

Moved by Destin Nygard 1/13/11: Move to approve the NCEC document with changes as emailed out by Linnes-Robinson on 1/13/11 and itemized in the meeting.

Approved by Chris Sur, Brook Lemm-Tabor, John Barber, Rachel Bond, Arthur Knowles, Tamera Eirten

Voted No: Scott Bordon

Abstain: Tom Parent

Motion passes.

Recorded by Linnes-Robinson
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