Kingfield Board Association
October 12, 2011

Present:  Chris Sur, Scott Bordon, Rachel Bond, Brook Lemm-Tabor, Arthur Knowles, Marshall Onsrud, Randy Niemiec, Pam Taylor, Mark Brandow, Victoria Pena, and John Barber. 
Staff:  Sarah Linnes-Robinson

Guest – Julie Mueller, Madeline Douglas – 4215 Garfield Ave. So., Councilperson Elizabeth Glidden, Matt Perry, Lyndale Neighborhood Association
Absent:  Tamara Eirten, Joby-Lynn Sassily-James
I.  Community Forum – guests were welcomed and invited to speak
A.  Madeline Douglas came to speak regarding the vacant houses in our neighborhood.
1. Locations: 40th/Pleasant and off the corner of Grand and 38th.  Sheriff’s foreclosure sale was May, 2010 for one property.  She brings these to our attention with the knowledge that having these long-term vacant residences are bad for our neighborhood.  She was strongly encouraging neighborhood action through the Board if at all possible.

2.  Elizabeth Glidden commented on the problems discovered in addressing these vacant houses.

3.  Discussion ensued as to possible ways to manage these issues. In the past, Redevelopment kept track of these incidences.

4.  Sarah has been emailing our subject matter expert (SME) regarding this issue.

B. Councilmember Glidden 

1.  She mentioned that the Council is undergoing vast changes regarding budget this year.  Some of these being discussed are:
a.  zero percent levy one issue

b.  she listed some items that various council members are considering as means to save $$

1)  one possibility discussed is the discontinuance of the civilian Crime Prevention Specialist – these positions had been moved to a federally funded program community block grant- Southwest (us) do not qualify for these federal funds.  This would save $300,000.
c.  Fire department budget – hole discovered in budget of $300,000.  

d.  Proposal to eliminate the director of elections in the clerks office
e.  City attorney’s office undergoing cuts (possibly loss of one Criminal Prosecutor)

f.  Proposed staffing cuts in Human Resources/Training

2.  Victoria questioned if Councilmember Glidden was actually asking the Board for priorities in terms of how these cuts would affect us and our ability to do business. 

II.  Seating of Alternates to KFNA Board

A.  Julie Mueller and Ben Rasmussen have come forward and offered to be alternates.  This would be in addition to Brian Thorton, who is our 1st alternate.
B.  Arthur made a motion to accept Julie and Ben as 2nd and 3rd alternates to the Board.  Seconded by Mark Brandow.

1.  Discussion – Julie commented on her desire to be a part of this organization for many reasons.

2.  Vote was had with one individual abstaining due to late arrival.  Motion passed.

III.  Reports

A.  Correct attendance to remove various members who were listed as present who were not actually there.  Brook will correct and resend to Sarah for distribution.

1.  Due to the late receipt of the minutes this month – we will defer on minutes until next meeting to allow time for review.

B.  Treasurer’s Report – in lieu of Joby-Lynns absence, Sarah reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.

1.  There was an error in the last statement and Sarah explained why it happened and noted it was corrected.

2.  We are below budget for the year

3.  Awaiting reimbursement from the city for various items submitted.
IV.  New Business –
A.  Soundwall Graffiti Project Update—Victoria

1.  New design includes two parts

2.  Contract with artists is in the works – basically the authorized $500 contract already agreed upon for this purpose.

3.  Extension requested and granted for deadline of project.  Such deadline is yet unclear as to what it will actually be although it was requested to be next fall 2012.

4.  Artists went to the Legacy meeting to receive input and got more ideas.  

B.  Changing pathway for Lyndale Community School-Scott

1.  Due to change in anticipated numbers of children progressing through our school system – it has been proposed to change the way in which children move between our community schools.  

2.  This would involve changing our middle school from Anthony to Ramsey (6-8 grades) and Ramsey magnet children would be sent to Folwell (currently vacant) for a new magnet school.(K-8).  

3.  Anticipated school board vote in September 2011
4.  It is suggested we make this information available through our KFNA news blasts, etc.

C.  Community Participation Program - new funding source that is replacing NRP funding

1.  Draft Guidelines – were sent out and next dates for next anticipated conversation 

2.  Comments – if anyone had comments, please provide them to Sarah

3.  Next Step – should we have someone who is dedicated to this task get involved?
a.  Arthur volunteered to work with Sarah to clarify any issues and present a report to the board at the next meeting.  

b.  How and when do we want to put a group together to do community engagement.  (a proposal is due June 1st so we need to gather sufficient input)
IV.
Old Business
A.  Organizational discussions

1.  Bylaw Working Group Update – Pam
a.  Has not been able to move forward on this task

2.  Board Workshop Next Steps (Mission and Values)

a.  The executive committee should review the mission and then discuss to broaden or revise and develop our mission statement. – they will present their findings to the Board for review.
b.  Chris Sur has volunteered to assist with this discussion.

3.  Grants Update
a.  State Arts Board returned unreviewed 

b.  CURA letter of intent accepted with full proposal

c.  Musser Grant submitted under “Intercultural Harmony” with Pillsbury House theatre as lead.
d.  City of MPLS Climate Change Grant wrapping up with Solar Grant.

1)  Two properties have solar panels going active soon

a)  Quality Coaches – party to celebrate this event October 22.
b)  Twin Town Guitars


e.  City of Minneapolis Clean City Grant – seeking an extension 
V.  Committees, Task Force and Project Reports

A.  Redevelopment Committee – informational meeting – Nicollet Avenue Reconstruction meeting – Arthur had a good opinion of the forestry individual deciding on reforestation of Nicollet. – the reconstruction is slated to occur in three segments beginning at the northern end. (Lake Street)
1.  Scott brought up the idea of additional enhancements along the avenue to be considered with the reconstruction – trash receptacles, bike racks, etc. – also, could/should we have a Nice Ride station here?  As part of the Redevelopment Committee there are other ideas that might be considered.
B.  Dog Park Task Force – A proposal was distributed to the CAC members for review and comment prior to submitting to full board.– It is slated for agenda on Nov. 9.
C.  Green Committee – hasn’t been meeting as such because they have spun off into other groups.
1.  Community Gardens – 25 members involved in this part of the group – Rachel volunteered to get involved with this group.
2.  Solarize Kingfield - 
3.  Graffiti Grant for Soundwall Gateway

D.  Newsletter Committee – no newsletter until Feb. 2012 – Sarah will be preparing the annual fundraising letter and year-end report which will somewhat take the place the quarterly mailing of the newsletter.
E.  Youth and Schools – has been on hiatus for the summer.  Will stay abreast of the proposed changes for the pathways for education
F.  Crime Prevention and Safety (CPaS) Committee – Fall Bonfire October 21, here at King Park – 

1.  Scott recognized the CPaS mobile outreach this summer to stay in touch with the neighborhoods  
G.  Event Committee – Randy commented on the recent events (Celebrate 38th and Bike Lane opening).  Ask for more members to join; they meet the 1st Weds of every month.  
H.  40th & Lyndale Task Force – Matt Perry commented that there was a new SuperAmerica manager and that contact would be made
I.
 Transportation Project –
1.  BRT/46th Street – pending transit issues at this location.  Getting people to the BRT station is an issue as well as the bicycle viability of using 46th Street.  Other issues still out there.
2.  1st and Blaisdell bike lane openings – education factors should be addressed for drivers.

3.  TLC Mode Shift Campaign – this has ended.

VI.  Other Issues

A.  Land Bank Issue – potential of purchase of land between 39th and 40th Streets on Blaisdell.  Issues exist that need resolution regarding easements and/or parking that is being done on the back of the property.



Chris has been discussing these issues with a subject matter specialist on these issue and 
suggested we will need to get these discussed.


B.  Matt Perry reiterated items that were discussed on the Nicollet reconstruction such as street closures proposed by the city.  City prefers full closure because it will be less of a time impact.  Businesses and parking issues would prefer a partial closures.  Nothing is set in cement at this time.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. with a motion by Arthur to adjourn and seconded by ?? 
Respectfully submitted,

Brook Lemm-Tabor

Secretary, KFNA
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