“All people facing homelessness in Minneapolis and Hennepin County will have access to safe, decent, and affordable housing and the resources and supports needed to sustain it.”

June 13, 2007

To Whom It May Concern;

In the spirit of Heading Home Hennepin: The Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in Minneapolis and Hennepin County, the Kingfield Neighborhood Association (KFNA) recognizes the following benefits of providing affordable housing for youths and families at risk of homelessness in our neighborhood:

· It is cost effective to provide stable affordable housing and social services in order to prevent serial homelessness.

· Providing stable housing reduces or eliminates major contributors to academic failure, such as poor attendance, social instability and inconsistency in schools.

· A truly diverse neighborhood values economic diversity.

· Safe, decent housing is a societal imperative.

In recognition of their contributions to address these benefits, KFNA appreciates and supports the following facts about Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation:

· Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation is backed by a one hundred and fifty year history of addressing social justice in Minneapolis, as evidenced by being instrumental in bringing the YMCA to Minneapolis and also founding the first kindergarten in the city.

· Their recent housing initiatives, such as the Lydia Apartments in the Stevens Square – Loring Heights neighborhood, have a proven track record of excellence serving the needs of the not only the residents, but also the neighborhood and city at large.

· Social service without evangelism treats the diverse backgrounds and needs of the community with respect and equality.

Furthermore, these factors come together in a unique opportunity within the Kingfield neighborhood.  The long-standing funeral home business at 3700 Nicollet Avenue South left the neighborhood several years ago, creating a prime development zone for supportive housing.  KFNA believes that this property would be a good fit for the program of youth- and family-oriented services proposed by Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation because:

· An active, vibrant corner makes the entire intersection safer with more eyes on the street.

· Supportive housing is explicitly allowed in the zoning of the parcel, demonstrating the use to be in accordance with the City of Minneapolis Comprehensive Plan.

· KFNA has a long history of working to maintain the affordable housing stock in the neighborhood and seeking opportunities to increase housing opportunities for the entire range of the socioeconomic spectrum of residents of the neighborhood.

· Nicollet Avenue has a myriad of transportation options, reducing the reliance on automobiles for residents, encouraging and allowing greater self-reliance.

· Greater housing density along Nicollet Avenue increases the viability of businesses along the corridor.

Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation has already proven to be a collaborative and open partner with the neighborhood association in the development of this property, and KFNA looks forward to working with the Foundation to:

· Refine the building masses and how they address both Nicollet Avenue and 37th Street.

· Explore strategies to maximize the sustainability of the design, construction and operation of the building.

· Explore ways in which the Kingfield neighborhood at large can be involved with the successful day-to-day operation of the facility.

· Provide feedback on the appropriateness of exterior materials and appearance in relation to the neighborhood.

Therefore, it is the stance of the Kingfield Neighborhood Association that a supportive housing facility that serves primarily youths at risk of homelessness but also includes a few family units at the site of the abandoned Werness Funeral Home on the southwest corner of West 37th Street and Nicollet Avenue built by the Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation is in accordance with the goals of the neighborhood.  We look forward to a continued collaborative process with the Foundation and have enjoyed seeing the progress thus far.

Sincerely,

David Brauer, President, Kingfield Neighborhood Association

� Heading Home Minneapolis: The Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in Minneapolis and Hennepin County, Hennepin County and City of Minneapolis Commission to End Homelessness, September 2006.





