Kingfield Neighborhood Association

Annual Meeting

April 20, 2009
Minutes

Attendance:

Approximately 70 neighborhood residents and 15 children, various elected officials, and neighborhood staff.

Meeting called to order:

Tom Parent, KFNA President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., welcomed the community, gave a brief overview of KFNA and its committees and highlighted activities of the year (see attached Annual Report 2008).  
He introduced the table-presenters at the event and thanked them for their work in the Kingfield community; tables included: Restorative Justice, Nicollet East Harriet Business Association, Kingfield Farmers’ Market, Instant Runoff Voting, Backyard Harvest, Crosstown Construction and a new local business Collette and Company.  He also thanked the local restraints for their donations and participation in a Taste of Kingfield: Anodyne, Butter Bakery Café, Grand Café, and Victor’s 1959 Café.

Board Elections:

Ten candidates ran to fill the seven open board positions.  Those elected for two year terms which will expire in April 2011 include: Chris Sur, Arthur Knowles, Tom Parent, Dean Muldoon, Marshall Onsrud, Jeff Bajek, and Scott Bordon .  Robyn Bipes, Alex Bauman, and Diana Schleisman will serve as alternates until April 2010.  
Public Officials:

Hennepin County Commissioner Gail Dorfman, City Councilmember Elizabeth Glidden, Mayor RT Rybak, and State Representative Frank Hornstein addressed the meeting.  Brian Elliot, Staff person for US Representative Keith Ellison also addressed the crowd.   

Meeting Adjourned:

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Minutes respectfully prepared and submitted by Sarah Linnes-Robinson.  

____________________________________

KFNA Board President – Tom Parent
2008 Kingfield Neighborhood Association Accomplishments

Annual Report to the Community 4/20/09

· Worked to prevent graffiti and create a unique neighborhood identity along Nicollet Avenue via Walldogs on Nicollet, which painted 10 historically related murals along the street over a 4 day weekend.  This project utilized over 34,000 volunteer hours from over 200 people, valued in today’s market at $66,000.  Additionally we raised almost $51,000 for the project, off-setting our cash expenses for $46,500 leaving KFNA with less than a $6,000 expense for staff time related to the almost 2-year project.

· Received a Minneapolis Climate Change Micro Grant that allowed us to research the purchase and disposal costs of environmentally appropriate picnic ware and run KFNA events in a ‘green manner’ all year.  

· Managed the Kingfield Farmers’ Market for the 8th season and saw the Market begin to reach the point of self-sustainability.  The Market was separated from KFNA at the end of 2008 and is now its own organization, with a commitment to stay in Kingfield for the 2009 and 2010 seasons.

· Spotlighted over 100 neighborhood artists in our annual spring community art show hosted at Rau+Barber, which raised $3000 for the Walldogs on Nicollet project.

· Supported business development and improvements with our Business Façade Improvement Program.  Used funding to match resources with The Nicollet East Harriet Business Association to support exterior improvements to our local businesses

· Organized neighborhood clean-ups and worked with property owners to make sure they are accountable to remove graffiti on their property.

· Facilitated the outreach and education of Kingfield neighbors regarding the development of an affordable housing facility by Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation for young adults at 37 & Nicollet, which will begin construction this year.

· Advocated to the City that both NRP funding and the autonomy of the NRP program should be retained to permit neighborhood associations to act quickly to neighborhood issues.

· Revamped our website at www.kingfield.org into a blog, to better hear, and share, your comments—we are building attendance to this site through frequent postings about our neighborhood and typically receive 150-200 hits per day.

· Informed property owners and interested parties of Kingfield-related issues and events through a quarterly newsletter (delivered to 3800 addresses) and weekly e-mail notice (delivered to 1300 addresses).

· Encouraged local business to partner with the City and install bike racks—created an incentive fund for this program and secured racks for 3 local businesses and also the Kingfield Farmers’ Marker—to be installed in summer 2009!

· Provided Kingfield Community Initiated Grants to block clubs for various programs including alley lighting and garage security, and outreach to adjacent blocks

· ...and much, much more!

The Year to Come:

KFNA sees a need for two primary missions this year:  

1. Continuing the outreach and community organizing we have always focused on to utilize the talents of the people in Kingfield to sustain the organization and make sure projects are rooted in the community.   

2. Acknowledging our role in the larger community and working to build relationships between neighbors, and surrounding neighborhoods and orgnaizations.
