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Waiver of Rights Pursuant to the Visual Artists Rights Act 

 
I, _____________, have prepared designs for the following art work: 
 
 (specifically identify the work) 
 
The above-described work may be considered to be a “work of visual art” subject to the 
provisions of the federal Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990, specifically the rights of certain 
authors to attribution and integrity, as codified at 17 U.S.C. §106A(a).  I am an author of the 
work(s) described herein, and am authorized to waive the rights conferred by §106A(a), in 
accordance with the waiver provision of 17 U.S.C. §106A(e)(1). 
 

 
STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

17 U.S.C. §106A - Rights of certain authors to attribution and integrity. 
 

(a) Rights of Attribution and Integrity. -  
Subject to section 107 and independent of the exclusive rights provided in 
section 106, the author of a work of visual art –  
 

(1) shall have the right -  
(A) to claim authorship of that work, and  
(B) to prevent the use of his or her name as the author of any 

work of visual art which he or she did not create;  
 

(2) shall have the right to prevent the use of his or her name as the author 
of the work of visual art in the event of a distortion, mutilation, or other 
modification of the work which would be prejudicial to his or her honor or 
reputation; and  

 
(3) subject to the limitations set forth in section 113(d), shall have the right 

-  
(A) to prevent any intentional distortion, mutilation, or other 

modification of that work which would be prejudicial to his or her honor or 
reputation, and any intentional distortion, mutilation, or modification of that 
work is a violation of that right, and  

(B) to prevent any destruction of a work of recognized stature, and 
any intentional or grossly negligent destruction of that work is a violation 
of that right.  

 
 17 U.S.C. §106A(e)(1) – Transfer and waiver. 

 
The rights conferred by subsection (a) may not be transferred, but those rights 
may be waived if the author expressly agrees to such waiver in a written 
instrument signed by the author.  Such instrument shall specifically identify the 
work, and uses of that work, to which the waiver applies, and the waiver shall 
apply only to the work and uses so identified.  In the case of a joint work 
prepared by two or more authors, a waiver of rights under this paragraph made 
by one such author waives such rights for all such authors.   
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WAIVER 

As author of the above-described work, I hereby permanently waive my rights pursuant to 17 
U.S.C. §106A(a)(3) to prevent any distortion, mutilation, modification or destruction of that work, 
for whatever reason and for whatever use of the work such distortion, mutilation, modification or 
destruction of the work is undertaken.  This waiver does not extend to the rights of attribution 
conferred by 17.U.S.C. §106A(a)(1) or §106A(a)(2). 
 
 
Date ____________________________  ______________________________ 
        Artist 
 
_____________________________ 

Notary 
 


