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is a publication of is a publication of LNA & KFNA, sharing news of
interest to residents throughout our neighborhoods. The purpose
of this paper is to bring our communities together and serve as a
conduit for neighbors to connect with their neighborhood group
and to stay informed about items and issues that matter to all the
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Neighborhood News

Need Free Food
this Fall or
Winter?

by Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

Winter is coming and many of the out-
door grocery distribution networks avail-
able to individuals and families in need
throughout the summer are closing up.
However, due to COVID-19, many fami-
lies are still experiencing hardship due
to both lost income and more mouths
around the house all day to feed. If you
are hungry and you need food there are
still places you can go to, both in the tra-
ditional “food-shelf” network, as well as
outside the system. Here are some of the
options:

GROCERIES

The Incarnation Church Food Shelf,
3817 Pleasant Avenue South, operates
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30 am - 2:30
pm. Please call 612-822-2101 with ques-
tions.

Food Shelf-In-A-Box comes to Mace-
donia Baptist Church, 3801 First Ave.
South, on the 4th Wednesday of each
month from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm. To pick
up a box of food, contact them in advance
to register at 612-217-4003 or info@good-
inthehood.org.

Sabathani Community Center Food
Shelf, 310 E 38th St. is open Monday
through Thursday, 9:00 -11:30 am and
1:00 - 3:00 pm. (New clients need to ar-
rive before the last half hour of each shift
to register). Call Sabathani at 612-821-
2397 with questions.

The Aliveness Project, 3808 Nicollet
Ave. South, has a food shelf for mem-
bers. Visit aliveness.org for information
on membership and learn how their ser-
vices work.

Note: Most food shelves require
residence within a certain geographic
boundary, so they may have you fill out a
simple form and ask that you bring iden-
tification and/or a utility bill to provide
proof of address on your first visit. Be
sure to call ahead to verify a food shelf’s
days and hours and what you need to
bring with you.

-Q @-

Discounted groceries are available
through Fare for All, a cooperative pur-
chasing program that sells packages of
frozen meat and fresh produce for up
to 40% off retail prices. Sales are held
in drive-through locations throughout
the metro area, and due to COVID-19,
they have temporarily switched to a
“cards-only” payment policy (credit, deb-
it, or EBT). Find upcoming locations and
other details on their website (fareforall.
thefoodgroupmn.org) or Facebook
page. Fare for All is open to anyone, no
questions asked!

PREPARED MEALS

Loaves & Fishes Minnesota provides
free community meals and is open to
all. Meals are currently served as takeout
at various locations around Minneap-
olis and the Twin City area. Find meals
at St. Stephen's Catholic Church 2123
Clinton Ave. South (school basement)
Monday thru Friday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm, at
Plymouth Congregational Church 1900
Nicollet Ave. S. on Sundays from 5:00 -
6:00 pm, and at Mount Olivet Lutheran
Church, 5025 Knox Ave. South on Thurs-
days, 5:15 - 6:15 pm. Other locations are
listed at loavesandfishesmn.org, or call
612-377-9810 for information.

Meals on Wheels delivers nutritious
hot, daily meals, or the same meals fro-
zen once a week. ALL clients are eligible
to receive these meals for free through-

out the rest of the year, through the
Covid Relief Fund. Call Metro Meals on
Wheels at 612-623-3363 to sign up. Or
go to meals-on-wheels.com to sign up
online.

Free School Meal Boxes for Youth
ages 18 and Under are offered through a
short-term waiver issued August 31 from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. You
can pick up free school meal boxes at 29
Minneapolis Public School sites. No reg-
istration is required, and youth do not
need to be enrolled in MPS. Youth, par-
ents, or siblings can pick up one box per
child, per week. For questions, please
call 612-668-2820 (MPS Culinary & Well-
ness Center).

Each school meal box contains seven
breakfasts and seven lunches, and milk
is offered on the side. All sites are open
Monday through Friday. Nearby sites
include Lyndale School (11 am - 3 pm),
Green Elementary (11 am - 3 pm), and
Barton Elementary (11 am - 5 pm). If
these sites are not convenient, download
Free Meals for Kids, a free mobile app
that lists and maps nearly 400 schools
and other sites across Minnesota.

FOR ADDITIONAL HELP
Second Harvest Heartland can help find
the best solutions for you and your fami-
ly. Call them at 1-844-764-5513.

Call the Minnesota Food HelpLine
at 1-888-711-1151 Monday - Friday 10

a.m. - 5 p.m. and connect with Hunger
Solutions Minnesota. Or, from their web-
site at hungersolutions.org, use their
chat feature or fill out a simple form and
someone will call or email you.

Visit the Twin Cities Mutual Aid Proj-
ect at twin-cities-mutual-aid.org. This
project is a collective of volunteers that
maintains an online map tool to help
people find and distribute essential sup-
plies while our communities face intense
hardship and disruption. They track the
supplies available, supplies needed, and
volunteer opportunities at more than
200 aid sites in the Twin Cities area. Our
work helps ensure that donations of food
/ goods / money / volunteer time are allo-
cated according to needs.

All of these organizations want to
help people in need, so please don’t be
nervous or shy or proud about accepting
help. What is most important right now
is to keep you and your family healthy
to ward off illnesses, including, po-
tentially, COVID-19. Please note, in an
effort to stay healthy it is strongly rec-
ommended that this year, in particular,
everyone in the community also get a flu
shot. Free flu shot clinics are being of-
fered from many local service providers.
KFNA will keep you updated as flu clin-
ics become available in our area via our
eNews, which you can join by visiting
kingfield.org on the righthand side of
the page.
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Noticias del Vecindario

¢Necesita comida gratis este
otoiio o invierno?

por Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

Se acerca el invierno y muchas de las
redes de distribucién de alimentos al
aire libre disponibles durante el verano
para personas y familias necesitadas se
estan cerrando. Sin embargo, debido a
COVID-19, muchas familias todavia es-
tan pasando por dificultades debido a la
pérdida de ingresos y a tener mds bocas
para alimentar en la casa todo el dia. Si
tiene hambre y necesita comida, todavia
hay lugares a los que puede ir, tanto den-
tro de la red tradicional de bancos de
alimentos como fuera del sistema. Estas
son algunas de las opciones:

COMIDA
El banco de alimentos de la Iglesia En-
carnacion, 3817 Pleasant Avenue South,
opera los martes y jueves de 8:30 am a
2:30 pm. Llame al 612-822-2101 si tiene
preguntas.

Food Shelf-In-A-Box ocurre en Mace-
donia Baptist Church, 3801 First Ave.
South, el cuarto miércoles de cada mes
de 1:00 pm a 3:00 pm. Para recoger una
caja de comida, comuniquese con ellos
con anticipacién para registrarse al 612-
217-4003 o info@goodinthehood.org.

El banco de alimentos del Centro Co-
munitario Sabathani, 310 E 38th St. esta
abierto de lunes a jueves, de 9:00 a 11:30
am y de 1:00 a 3:00 pm. (Los nuevos cli-
entes deben llegar media hora antes del
cierre de cada turno para registrarse).
Llame a Sabathani al 612-821-2397 si
tiene preguntas.

The Aliveness Project, 3808 Nicollet
Ave. South, tiene un banco de alimen-
tos para los miembros. Visite aliveness.
org para obtener informacién sobre la
membresia y conocer cémo funcionan
sus servicios.

Nota: La mayoria de los bancos de
alimentos requieren comprobante de
domicilio dentro de un cierto limite
geografico, por lo que en la primera
visita pueden pedirle que complete un
formulario simple y que presente una
identificaciéon o un recibo de servicios
publicos. Asegurese de llamar con antic-
ipacién para verificar los dias y horarios
del banco de alimentos y lo que necesita
llevar.

Compre alimentos a precios reduci-
dos a través de Fare for All, una cooper-
ativa que vende paquetes de carne con-
gelada y verduras hasta con un 40% de
descuento. Las ventas se llevan a cabo
en ubicaciones de autoservicio en toda el
area metropolitana y, debido a COVID-19
han cambiado temporalmente a una
politica de pago de "solo tarjetas" (crédi-

to, débito o EBT). Encuentre las proxi-
mas ubicaciones y otros detalles en su
sitio web (fareforall.thefoodgroupmn.
org) o pagina de Facebook. Fare for All
estd abierto al publico, sin preguntas.

COMIDAS PREPARADAS

Loaves & Fishes Minnesota ofrece co-
midas comunitarias gratuitas y estd di-
sponible para todos. De momento las
comidas se sirven para llevar en varios
lugares de Minneapolis y el area metro-
politana. Puede encontrar las comidas
en la Iglesia Catdlica St. Stephen 2123
Clinton Ave. South (s6tano de la escuela)
de lunes a viernes de 5:30 a 6:30 pm, en
la Iglesia Congregacional Plymouth 1900
Nicollet Ave. S. los domingos de 5:00 a
6:00 pm, y en la Iglesia Luterana Mount
Olivet 5025 Knox Ave. South los jueves de
5:15 a 6:15 pm. Hay una lista de las otras
ubicaciones en loavesandfishesmn.
org, o llame al 612-377-9810 para m4s in-
formacion.

Meals on Wheels ofrece nutritivas
comidas calientes diarias o esas mismas
comidas congeladas una vez a la semana.
TODOS son elegibles para recibir estas
comidas gratis por el resto del afio gra-
cias al Covid Relief Fund. Llame a Metro
Meals on Wheels al 612-623-3363 o visite
meals-on-wheels.com para inscribirse
en linea.

Las cajas de comidas escolares gra-
tuitas para menores de 18 afos se of-
recen a través de una exencién a corto
plazo emitida el 31 de agosto por el De-

partamento de Agricultura de EE. UU.
Puede recoger cajas de comida escolar
gratis en 29 sitios de las escuelas publi-
cas de Minneapolis. No es necesario reg-
istrarse y los jévenes no necesitan estar
inscritos en MPS. Los jovenes, padres o
sus hermanos pueden recoger una caja
por nifio por semana. Si tiene preguntas,
llame al 612-668-2820 (MPS Culinary &
Wellness Center).

Cada caja de comida escolar contiene
siete desayunos y siete almuerzos, y se
ofrece leche aparte. Todos los sitios es-
tan abiertos de lunes a viernes. Los sitios
cercanos incluyen la escuela Lyndale (11
am - 3 pm), Green Elementary (11 am - 3
pm) y Barton Elementary (11 am - 5 pm).
Si estos sitios no le resultan convenien-
tes, descargue Free Meals for Kids, una
aplicacién movil gratuita que enumera y
mapea casi 400 escuelas y otros sitios en
Minnesota.

PARA OBTENER AYUDA ADICIONAL
Second Harvest Heartland puede
ayudarle a encontrar las mejores solu-
ciones para usted y su familia. Lldmelos
al 1-844-764-5513.

Llame a la linea de ayuda alimenta-
ria Minnesota Food Helpline al 1-888-
711-1151 de lunes a viernes de 10 a.m.
a 5 p.m. para comunicarse con Hunger
Solutions Minnesota. O, desde su sitio
web en hungersolutions.org, use su
funcién de chat o rellene un formulario
simple y alguien le llamard o le enviara
un correo electrdnico.

Visite Twin Cities Mutual Aid Proj-
ect en twin-cities-mutual-aid.org. Este
proyecto es un colectivo de voluntarios
que mantiene una herramienta de mapas
en linea para ayudar a las personas a en-
contrar y distribuir suministros esen-
ciales mientras nuestras comunidades
enfrentan dificultades e interrupciones
intensas. Llevan un seguimiento de los
suministros disponibles, los suministros
necesarios y las oportunidades de vol-
untariado en mas de 200 sitios de ayuda
en el area de las Twin Cities. Este trabajo
ayuda a garantizar que las donaciones de
alimentos, bienes, dinero y tiempo de
voluntariado se asignen de acuerdo a las
necesidades.

Todas estas organizaciones quieren
ayudar a las personas que lo necesitan,
asi que no se ponga nervioso, timido ni
orgulloso de aceptar ayuda. Lo més im-
portante en este momento es mantener-
lo a usted y a su familia sanos para evitar
enfermedades, incluido el COVID-19.
Tenga en cuenta que, en un esfuerzo por
mantenerse saludable, se recomienda
encarecidamente que este afo, en partic-
ular, todos los miembros de la comuni-
dad también se vacunen contra la gripe.
Muchos proveedores de servicios locales
ofrecen clinicas gratuitas de vacunacién
contra la gripe. KFNA lo mantendra ac-
tualizado a medida que las clinicas de
influenza estén disponibles en nuestra
area a través de nuestro eNews, puede
encontrarlo visitando kingfield.org en
el lado derecho de la pagina.
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Your support for the Lyndale and Kingfield
Neighborhoods is more important now than ever

About ten months ago the Kingfield
Neighborhood (KFNA)
closed its office at its long term location

association

at 38th and Pleasant and moved in with
the Lyndale Neighborhood Association
(LNA) at 35th and Nicollet. This was
both out of necessity, and opportunity.
Working side by side (with masks and 6’
apart!) provides both organizations the
opportunity to increase our successful
collaborations on civic engagement proj-
ects, and fun events like Nicollet Open
Streets, but also assuring food securi-
ty, engaging environment projects, and
communications like this newspaper. In
the face of shrinking resources from the
city, there was also a financial necessity
to consolidating offices.

Together we are rebranding the space
as the South Nicollet Action Center
and we had an extensive schedule for
events and activities planned to reinvig-
orating the Nicollet Avenue storefront
throughout 2020. About nine months
ago, COVID-19 was recognized in Min-
nesota and we closed our doors in ac-

cordance with the health mandate and
shelved our event plans. Not working in
the space, however, has not stopped ei-
ther neighborhood association's work in
our community, both independently and
together. Both KFNA and LNA have spent
the nine months providing vital commu-
nications to our constituents regarding
COVID, curfews, food access, Census
2020, safety recommendations, encamp-
ments and housing, as well as passing
on communications for the City and the
State. Through the last nine months,
KFNA and KNA have also partnered on
projects to advance anti-racism, orga-
nize weekly food drives for our neigh-
bors and provide adult basic education
classes.

This is work that our organizations
planned and wanted to do together, but
it is not at all being done in the way that
we expected or wanted to do it. But then
in 2020, what is happening as we expect-
ed or planned for?

On top of the increased need within
our communities, and adjustments in

how we work to build community and
connect neighbors without being able
to physically gather, we are also facing
a major reduction in funding from the
City. These proposed cuts to neighbor-
hood funding impacts neighborhoods
across the city. Kingfield is facing a 65%
reduction in support from the City and
Lyndale an 18% cut. These cuts not only
impede our ability to do the work that
you've come to expect, it stops us from
investing in new, marginalized, and vul-
nerable communities that call our neigh-
borhoods their home.

If you care about the work that we do,
we ask that you be a part of our work and
support it. The best way for us to plan
for our future is for neighbors to make
monthly reoccurring donations of any
amount to either of our organizations.
This allows us to balance the ebbs and
flows of funders, including the City the
Minneapolis. and
end-of-year donations, can be made as

Reoccurring gifts,

follows.
KFNA can receive donations via our

Su apoyo a los vecindarios Lyndale y
Kingfield es mas importante ahora que nunca

Hace unos diez meses, la Asociacién de
Vecinos de Kingfield (KFNA) cerrd su ofi-
cina de muchos afios en 38th y Pleasant
y se mudé con la Asociacidn de Vecinos
de Lyndale (LNA) en 35th y Nicollet. Esto
fue tanto por necesidad como por opor-
tunidad. Eltrabajar juntos (jcon tapabo-
casy a 6 pies de distancia!) nos brinda a
ambas organizaciones la oportunidad de
aumentar nuestras colaboraciones exito-
sas en proyectos de participacién civica
y en eventos divertidos, como Nicollet
Open Streets, y también asegurar seguri-
dad alimentaria, proyectos ambientales
y comunicaciones como este periddico.
Ante la reduccién de los recursos de la
ciudad, también existia la necesidad fi-
nanciera de consolidar oficinas.

Juntos cambiamos el nombre del
espacio a South Nicollet Action Center
y teniamos un calendario extenso de
eventos y actividades planificadas para
revitalizar la oficina en Nicollet Avenue
durante 2020. Hace unos nueve meses,
COVID-19 fue reconocido en Minnesota
y cerramos nuestras puertas de acuerdo
con el mandato de salud y archivamos
nuestros planes de eventos. Sin embar-
go, el no trabajar en el espacio no ha

detenido el trabajo de las asociaciones
de vecinos en nuestra comunidad, tanto
de forma independiente como conjun-
ta. KFNA y LNA han pasado los nueve
meses brindando comunicaciones vital-
es a nuestros vecinos respecto al COVID,
toques de queda, acceso a alimentos,
Censo 2020, recomendaciones de seguri-
dad, campamentos y viviendas, asi como
también transmitiendo las comunica-
ciones de la Ciudad y el Estado. Durante
los dltimos nueve meses, KFNA y LNA
también se han asociado en proyectos
para promover la lucha contra el racis-
mo y organizar campafias semanales de
alimentos para nuestros vecinos y pro-
porcionar programas de educacion basi-
ca para adultos.

Este es un trabajo que nuestras orga-
nizaciones planearon y quisieron hacer
juntas, pero no se estd haciendo en ab-
soluto de la manera que esperabamos o
queriamos hacerlo. De cualquier mane-
ra, ¢qué estd sucediendo como espe-
rabamos o planeamos en este afio 2020?

Ademas de la incrementada necesi-
dad en nuestras comunidades y los ajust-
es en la forma en que trabajamos para
construir una comunidad y conectar a

los vecinos sin poder reunirnos fisica-
mente, también enfrentamos una re-
duccién importante en los fondos de la
Ciudad. Estos recortes propuestos a la
financiacion de los vecindarios afectan a
los vecindarios de toda la ciudad. King-
field enfrenta una reduccién del 65% del
apoyo de la Ciudad y Lyndale un recorte
del 18%. Estos recortes no solo impiden
nuestra capacidad para hacer el trabajo
que ustedes vienen esperando de no-
sotros, sino que también nos impiden in-
vertir en comunidades nuevas, margina-
das y vulnerables que tienen su hogar en
nuestros vecindarios.

Si le importa el trabajo que hacemos,
le pedimos que sea parte de nuestro tra-
bajo y lo apoye. La mejor manera de pla-
near nuestro futuro es que los vecinos
realicen donaciones mensuales recur-
rentes de cualquier monto a cualquiera
de nuestras organizaciones. Esto nos
permite equilibrar los flujos y reflujos
de nuestros financiadores, incluida la
ciudad de Minneapolis. Las donaciones
recurrentes y las donaciones de fin de
afio se pueden realizar de la siguiente
manera.

KFNA puede recibir donaciones a

website at kingfield.org, in the upper
right-hand side of the page or by texting
44-321.

LNA
givemn.org/story/Lyndalefallfundraiser.

KFNA and LNA will continue to ad-
vocate for our residents throughout this
pandemic, including pushing the City to
provide the resources and services that

can receive donations at

our residents need. And we will contin-
ue to educate and empower neighbors
to take action and be leaders both in our
neighborhoods and in the City, creating a
fair and just community for all residents.

We do look forward to the day when
we can invite you into our shared space
to plan actions and mobilize our com-
munity together. Until then find us
via email at sarah@kingfield.org or
brad@lyndale.org.

Sarah Linnes-Robinson, Director,
Kingfield Neighborhood Association

Brad Bourn, Director,
Lyndale Neighborhood Association

Donate to KFNA at kingfield.org
or by texting 44-321

Donate to LNA at
givemn.org/story/Lyndalefallfundraiser

través de nuestro sitio web en kingfield.
org, en la parte superior derecha de la
pagina o enviando un mensaje de texto
al 44-321.

LNA puede recibir donaciones en
givemn.org/story/Lyndalefallfundraiser.

KFNA y LNA continuaran abogando
por nuestros residentes durante esta
pandemia, incluso presionando a la Ciu-
dad para que proporcione los recursos y
servicios que nuestros residentes necesi-
tan. Y continuaremos educando y capac-
itando a los vecinos para que actien y
sean lideres tanto en nuestros vecindari-
os como en la Ciudad, creando una co-
munidad justa y equitativa para todos.

Esperamos con ansias el dia en que
podamos invitarlo a nuestro espacio
compartido para planear acciones y mo-
vilizar a nuestra comunidad juntos. Has-
ta entonces, encuéntrenos por correo
sarah@kingfield.org o
brad@lyndale.org.

electrénico:
Sarah Linnes-Robinson, Directora de
la Asociacién de Vecinos de Kingfield

Brad Bourn, Director de la Asociacién
de Vecinos de Lyndale
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2020 Election

Everything you ever wanted to know about
voting in 2020 but were afraid to ask

by Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

I'm not registered. Can I still vote?
Yes! Minnesota has Election Day regis-
tration, meaning you can register at your
polling place. You will need to prove that
you live in the precinct. If you can, bring
a driver’s license or other state ID with
your address or both a photo ID and a bill
or rental agreement with your address.
Don’t have these documents? A regis-
tered voter in your precinct can “vouch”
for you if they can personally confirm
that you live in the precinct. Find a
neighbor or contact KFNA (sarah@king-
field.org) or LNA (brad@lyndale.org)
and we’ll find someone who can “vouch”
for you.

I'm new in town. Can I still vote?

Yes! As long as you have lived in Min-
nesota for 20 days, you can register to
vote at the polls. You must be able to
prove that you live at your new address
using one of the methods above. If you
moved to Minnesota less than 20 days
before Election Day you can still vote for
President by requesting a President-On-
ly absentee ballot: sos.state.mn.us/
elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/
presidential-only-absentee-ballot.

| voted absentee. Will my ballot be
counted just like regular ballots?

Yes! Absentee ballots are counted start-
ing two weeks before the election, and
the results from ballots received by Elec-
tion Day are reported along with Elec-
tion Day votes on Election Night. Absen-
tee ballots received after Election Day
are counted as they arrive, up until the
Nov 10 deadline.

Is it too late to request an absentee
ballot?

It is probably too late. To vote absentee,
the city must mail you a ballot, you must
then fill out the ballot, mail it back, it
must be postmarked by Nov 3, and re-
ceived by Nov 10. There are a lot of steps
where something could be delayed and
your vote not counted. So, while you can

technically request an absentee ballot
up until the day before the election, we
strongly recommend that you vote in
person (early or on Election Day).

Is it too late to mail back my absentee
ballot?

Probably not. Your ballot must be post-
marked by Nov 3 and received by Nov 10,
so if you mail it today it will almost cer-
tainly be received in time.

Can |
without mailing it?
Yes! You can drop it off your ballot at one

return my absentee ballot

of the locations listed here: vote.minne-
apolismn.gov/voters/vote-by-mail. Do
NOT drop your ballot at a site outside of
Minneapolis (for example, do NOT drop
off your ballot at Richfield City Hall).

I've already mailed in my absentee bal-
lot. Is there anything else | should do?
Yes! Track the status of your absentee
ballot here: mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/
AbsenteeBallotStatus.aspx. You will
see when your ballot has been accept-
ed and, perhaps more importantly, if it
has been rejected for technical reasons
(e.g. you forgot to sign the signature en-
velope). If it is rejected, the city will send
you a replacement ballot or contact you.
Given the huge volume of absentee re-
quests this year they might be a bit be-
hind on this, so checking yourself will
allow you to figure out a different way to
vote.

Is it safe to vote in person on Election
Day?

There is some risk to any activity that
involves leaving your house and going
into a public building. That said the city
has done a lot to make voting as safe as
possible. Polling places in Lyndale and
Kingfield are set up so there is one way
in and one way out, there is a lot of hand
sanitizer, a mask requirement, and vot-

ing takes place rooms with high ceilings,
allowing air to circulate.

Perhaps most importantly, many of your
neighbors are voting early. This means
that we expect few lines and little crowd-
ing on Election Day.

Can I still vote early in person?

Yes! As of Oct 27 there are four early
in-person voting locations in Minneap-
olis (vote.minneapolismn.gov/voters/
vote-early-in-person). The closest to us
are in the Longfellow Recreation Center
(3435 36th Ave S, opens Oct 27) or at the
Election and Voter Services Office down-
town (980 Hennepin Ave. E., open Sept
18).

| requested an absentee ballot. Can |
still vote in person?

Yes! So long as your absentee ballot has
not been returned and accepted you can
still vote in person, either early or on
Election day. If your absentee ballot is
received after you vote in person, it will
be “spoiled” (i.e. not counted). If your ab-
sentee ballot was accepted before you go
to vote in person, an election judge will
let you know that your vote has already
been counted.
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Todo lo que siempre quiso saber sobre la votacion
en 2020 pero no se atrevio a preguntar

por Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

No estoy registrado. ¢Todavia puedo
votar?

iSi! Minnesota tiene registro el dia de las
elecciones, lo que significa que puede
registrarse en su lugar de votacién. De-
bera comprobar que vive en el distrito
electoral. Si tiene, lleve su licencia de
conducir u otra identificacion estatal con
su direccion, o puede llevar una identifi-
cacion con foto y una factura o contrato
de alquiler con su direccién actual. ;No
tiene estos documentos? Un votante reg-
istrado en su distrito puede “dar fe” de su
domicilio, si puede confirmar personal-
mente que usted vive en el distrito elec-
toral. Traiga a un vecino o comuniquese
con KFNA (CONTACT INFO) o LNA (CON-
TACT INFO) y encontraremos a alguien
que pueda "dar fe" de su domicilio.
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Soy nuevo en la ciudad. ¢ Todavia pue-
do votar?

iSi! Siempre que haya vivido en Min-
nesota durante 20 dias minimo, puede
registrarse para votar en las urnas. Debe
poder demostrar que vive en su nueva
direccion utilizando uno de los méto-
dos anteriores. Si se mudé a Minnesota
menos de 20 dias antes del dia de las
elecciones, aun puede votar por pres-
idente solicitando una boleta de voto
en ausencia solo para presidente: sos.
state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-
ways-to-vote/presidential-only-ab-
sentee-ballot.

Voté ausente. ¢Mi boleta se contara
como las boletas regulares?

iSi! Las papeletas de voto en ausencia se
empiezan a contar dos semanas antes de
la eleccién y los resultados de las pape-
letas recibidas el dia de las elecciones se
reportan junto con los votos del dia de
las elecciones esa noche. Las papeletas
de voto en ausencia recibidas después
del dia de las elecciones se cuentan a

medida que llegan hasta la fecha limite
del 10 de noviembre.

¢Es demasiado tarde para solicitar una
boleta de voto en ausencia?
Posiblemente sea demasiado tarde. Para
votar en ausencia la ciudad debe enviar-
le una boleta por correo y usted debe
completarla y regresarla por correo; el
matasellos debe ser del 3 de noviembre a
mas tardar y la boleta recibida antes del
10 de noviembre. Hay muchos pasos en
los que algo podria demorarse y su voto
no serfa contado. Por lo tanto, aunque
técnicamente puede solicitar una boleta
de voto en ausencia hasta el dia anterior
a las elecciones, le recomendamos en-
carecidamente que vote en persona por
anticipado o el dia de las elecciones.

é¢Es demasiado tarde para enviar por
correo mi boleta de voto en ausencia?
Probablemente no. Su boleta debe ten-
er matasellos del 3 de noviembre a mas
tardar y recibirse antes del 10 de noviem-
bre, por lo que si la envia por correo hoy
es casi seguro que sera recibida a tiempo.

é¢Puedo devolver mi boleta de voto en
ausencia sin enviarla por correo?

iSi! Puede llevar su boleta a uno de los lu-
gares que se enumeran aqui: vote.min-
neapolismn.gov/voters/vote-by-mail.
NO deje su boleta en un sitio fuera de
Minneapolis (por ejemplo, NO entregue
su boleta en Richfield City Hall).

Ya envié por correo mi boleta de voto
en ausencia. ¢Hay algo mas que deba
hacer?

iSi! De seguimiento al estado de su boleta
de voto en ausencia aqui: mnvotes.sos.
state.mn.us/AbsenteeBallotStatus.
aspx. Vera cuando se haya aceptado su
boleta y, quiza lo mas importante, si se
rechaza por razones técnicas (por ejem-
plo, si usted olvidé firmar el sobre de fir-
ma). Si su boleta es rechazada, la ciudad
le enviard una de reemplazo o se comu-
nicara con usted. Dado el gran volumen
de solicitudes para votar en ausencia
este afio, es posible que se retrasen un
poco, por lo que darle seguimiento a su
boleta le permitird descubrir si necesita
votar de forma diferente.

¢Es seguro votar en persona el dia de
las elecciones?

Existe cierto riesgo en cualquier activi-
dad que implique salir de casa e ingresar
a un edificio publico. Dicho esto, la ciu-
dad hahecho mucho para que la votacién
sea lo mas segura posible. Los lugares de
votacién en Lyndale y Kingfield estan

configurados para que haya sé6lo una en-
trada y una salida, habra desinfectante
de manos, tapabocas requeridos y la
votacion se llevara a cabo en cuartos con
techos altos que permiten la circulacién
del aire.

Quizds lo mas importante es que muchos
vecinos estdn votando con anticipacion.
Esto significa que esperamos unas cuan-
tas filas y poca aglomeracion el dia de
las elecciones.

é¢Todavia puedo votar de manera an-
ticipada en persona?

iSi! A partir del 27 de octubre hay cuatro
lugares de votacién anticipada en per-
sona en Minneapolis (vote.minneap-
olismn.gov/voters/vote-early-in-per-
son). Los mads cercanos a nosotros estan
en el Longfellow Recreation Center
(3435 36th Ave S, abre el 27 de octubre)
y en la oficina de elecciones y servicios
al votante del centro (Election and Voter
Services Office downtown, 980 Henne-
pin Ave. E., abierta desde el 18 de sep-
tiembre).

Solicité una papeleta de voto en aus-
encia. ¢ Todavia puedo votar en perso-
na?

iSi! Siempre que su boleta de voto en
ausencia no haya sido devuelta y acepta-
da, ain puede votar en persona con an-
ticipacién o el dia de las elecciones. Si
su boleta de voto en ausencia se recibe
después de votar en persona, se “echara
a perder” (es decir, no se contard). Si su
boleta de voto ausente fue aceptada an-
tes de ir a votar en persona, un juez elec-
toral le informard que su voto ya ha sido
contado.
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Your 2020 Local Voter's Guide: Where, When and How

by Nikki Broderick

Did you know that only about 3 out of 10 people vote in our city elections?

Your voice is critical to ensuring our neighborhood has accountable representatives!

Here is a summary of what you need to know about this year's General Election.

On November 3, Minneapolis will be
electing our President and Vice Pres-
ident, US Senator, US Representative
(District 5), State Senator (District 62),
(District 62B),
School Board Member at Large, School
Board Member, Associate Justice, and
several Judges. In addition, Minneapolis

State Representative

will have two additional ballot questions
included.

In some places, people are making
it harder to vote. While we don’t expect
problems in Minneapolis, you should
still know your rights when it comes to
voting and make sure you have a voting
plan.

You have a right to:

« take time off work to vote
without losing your pay, per-
sonal leave, or vacation time.
Your employer CAN ask that
you tell them when you will be
gone and ask that employees
coordinate absences to min-
imize workplace disruptions.
Make sure you are planning
now for the time you need to
vote.

« ask anyone for help, except for
an agent of your employer or
union.

+ bring your children to vote with
you.

- ask for a provisional ballot, if
you get turned away at the
polls.

Check out these fact sheets to
learn more: sos.state.mn.us/elec-
tions-voting/get-involved/voter-
outreach-materials/#factsheets.

In Minnesota, you have several
options to vote.

Vote by Mail by requesting (recommend-
ed by October 13) and returning an ab-
sentee ballot (postmarked by November
3 and received by November 10) at: mn-
votes.sos.state.mn.us/ABRegistra-
tion/ABRegistrationStep1.aspx.

Vote early in person (until November 2):
« Hennepin County offers in-person
absentee voting from Sept. 18 - No-
vember 2 at the early vote centers
located at 300 South 6th Street, Min-
neapolis, MN, 55487 or 980 E Henne-
pin Avenue. For hours of operation,
check the website at: hennepin.
us/residents/elections/absen-
tee-voting.

« Curbside voting is available for
anyone who cannot enter the poll-
ing place for any reason, including
concerns for their health. Curbside
voting allows a voter to register to
vote and vote without leaving their
vehicle.

« If you choose curbside voting, two
election judges will bring out a bal-
lot to your vehicle. If you need to
register or update your registration,
they will bring you an application as
well. When you are finished voting,
election judges will bring your ballot
inside for you and put it in the ballot
box.

Vote in person on Election Day at your
polling place (on November 3).

+ Polls open at 7 AM and you must be
in line by 8 PM on election day.

+ You CANNOT drop off your ballot at
a polling location on Election Day.

« If you vote in person, you will need
to show one of several proofs of res-
idence such as an ID with current
name and address; photo ID and a

document with current name and
address; college student ID, notice
of late registration, a registered vot-
er who can confirm your address,
staff person of a residential facility
where you live, or a previous regis-
tration in the same precinct.

WHERE TO VOTE BY NEIGHBORHOOD
This November, Kingfield, Bryant, and
Lyndale will be voting by their wards and
precincts. Below is a list of polling loca-
tions by neighborhood. Please note that
several polling locations have changed
for this election to protect those living
in residential facilities and to use larger
spaces better suited for social distanc-
ing. For a complete list of polling loca-
tions, visit: vote.minneapolismn.gov/
voters/WHERE-TO-VOTE.

Lyndale

Ward 8, Precincts 1 and 2:
Lyndale Community School,
312 W 34th Street

Bryant

Ward 8, Precinct 3:

Sabathani Community Center,
310 E 38th Street

Kingfield
Ward 8, Precinct 4:
St. Joan of Arc, 4537 3rd Avenue S

Ward 8, Precincts 6 and 7:
Martin Luther King Park,
4055 Nicollet Avenue S

In addition, to the widely publicized na-
tional Presidential and Congressional
elections, the Lyndale Neighborhood
will also be voting for several local repre-
sentatives including School Board Mem-
bers and one Judge. Learn more about

v

E—

what candidates are running to repre-
sent you at: vote.minneapolismn.gov.

School Board Elections: The Minneap-
olis Board of Education is a policy-mak-
ing body responsible for selecting the
superintendent and overseeing the
district’s budget, curriculum, person-
nel and facilities. The school board is
granted authority to carry out these du-
ties by the State of Minnesota and the
Minnesota legislature. For more infor-
mation about the candidates, be sure to
check out the Minneapolis School board
Election Guide at: pollenmidwest.org/
collection/mps-school-board-vot-
er-guide or check out the candidate
websites.

Kim Ellison

Party: Nonpartisan
Facebook.com/EllisonforMpls
SchoolAtLarge

Michael Dueries
Party: Nonpartisan
Michaelduenesmps.com

Associate Justice 4 for the Minneso-
ta Supreme Court: This is the highest
courtin the state. The court is made up
of seven justices who are elected to re-
newable six-year terms.

Michelle MacDonald
Party: Nonpartisan
macdonaldforjustice.com

Paul Thissen
Party: Nonpartisan
paulthissen.com
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Guia para los votantes locales de 2020: donde, cuando y coémo

por Nikki Broderick

¢Sabia que solo 3 de cada 10 personas votan en las elecciones de nuestra ciudad?

iSu voz es fundamental para garantizar que nuestro vecindario tenga representantes responsables!

Aqui ofrecemos un resumen de lo que necesita saber sobre las elecciones generales de este afo.

El 3 de noviembre, Minneapolis elegira
anuestro Presidente y Vicepresidente, al
Senador de los EE.UU., al Representante
de los EE.UU. (Distrito 5), al Senador Es-
tatal (Distrito 62), Representante Estatal
(Distrito 62B), Miembro de la Junta Esco-
lar Independiente, Miembro de la Junta
Escolar, Juez Asociado y varios jueces.
Ademas, Minneapolis incluird dos pre-
guntas adicionales en la boleta electoral.

En algunos lugares, la gente esta di-
ficultando el voto. Si bien no esperamos
problemas en Minneapolis, de cualquier
manera debe conocer sus derechos re-
specto a votar y asegurarse de tener un
plan de votacidn.

Tiene derecho a...

+ ausentarse del trabajo para
ir a votar sin perder su paga,
su licencia personal ni dias
de vacaciones. Su empleador
PUEDE pedirle que le diga
cuando se ausentara y pedirle
a los empleados que coordinen
las ausencias para minimizar
las interrupciones en el lugar
de trabajo. Asegurese de
planear desde ahora el tiempo
que necesita para ir a votar.

+ pedir ayuda a cualquier
persona, excepto a un
representante de su empleador
o sindicato.

+ llevar a sus hijos a votar con
usted.

« solicitar una boleta provisional,
si lo rechazan en las urnas.

Consulte estas hojas informati-
vas (en inglés: sos.state.mn.us/
elections-voting/get-involved/
voter-outreach-materials/#fact-
sheets) o el sitio web de las Elec-
ciones en Minnesota para obtener
mas informacién en espanol: sos.
state.mn.us/elections-voting/
spanish.

En Minnesota, usted tiene varias op-
ciones para votar.

Votar por correo solicitando (recomen-
dado antes del 13 de octubre) y devolvi-
endo una boleta de voto ausente (con
matasellos del 3 de noviembre y recibida
antes del 10 de noviembre) en: mnvot-
es.sos.state.mn.us/ABRegistration/
ABRegistrationStep1.aspx.

Votar de manera anticipada en persona
(hasta el 2 de noviembre):

« El Condado de Hennepin ofrece
votacidn en persona en ausencia del
18 de septiembre al 2 de noviembre
en los centros de votacién anticipa-
da ubicados en 300 South 6th Street,
Minneapolis, MN 55487 o 980 E
Hennepin Avenue. Para conocer el
horario de atencién, consulte el sitio
web en: https:/www.hennepin.us/
residents/elections/absentee-voting

« La votacién junto a la acera esta di-
sponible para cualquier persona
que no pueda ingresar al lugar de
votacién por cualquier motivo, in-
cluidas las preocupaciones por su
salud. La votacién junto a la acera
permite que un votante se inscriba
para votar y vote sin salir de su ve-
hiculo.

+ Si elige votar junto a la acera, dos
jueces electorales le llevaran una
boleta a su vehiculo. Si necesita
registrarse o actualizar su registro,
también le traeran una solicitud.
Cuando usted haya terminado de vo-
tar, los jueces electorales llevaran su
papeleta adentro y la introduciran
en la urna por usted.

Vote en persona el dia de las elecciones en
su lugar de votacién (el 3 de noviembre).

« Las urnas abren a las 7 a.m. y usted
estar en la fila antes de las 8 p.m. el
dia de las elecciones.

« NO PUEDE llevar su boleta de voto
en ausencia en un lugar de votaciéon
el dia de las elecciones.

- Si vota en persona, debera mostrar

domicilio,
puede ser una identificacién con su

un comprobante de

nombre y direccién actuales; una
identificaciéon con foto y un doc-
umento con nombre y direccién
actuales; una identificacién de es-
tudiante universitario, un aviso de

registro tardio, un votante registrado
que pueda confirmar su direccion,
un miembro del personal del centro
residencial donde vive o un registro
previo en el mismo distrito electoral.

DONDE VOTAR POR VECINDARIO
Este noviembre, Kingfield, Bryant y Lyn-
dale votardn en sus distritos. A continu-
acion se muestra una lista de lugares de
votacidén por vecindario. Tenga en cuenta
que varios lugares de votacion han cam-
biado para esta eleccion para proteger a
quienes viven en instalaciones residen-
ciales y para usar espacios mas grandes
y adecuados para el distanciamiento
social. Para obtener una lista completa
de los lugares de votacidn, visite: vote.
minneapolismn.gov/voters/WHERE-
TO-VOTE.

Lyndale

Distrito 8, zonas 1y 2:
Lyndale Community School,
312 W 34th Street

Bryant

Distrito 8, zona 3:

Centro Comunitario Sabathani,
310 E 38th Street

Kingfield
Distrito 8, zona 4:
St. Joan of Arc, 4537 3rd Avenue S

Distrito 8, zonas 6y 7:
Parque Martin Luther King,
4055 Nicollet Avenue S

Ademas, de las elecciones nacionales
para la Presidencia y el Congreso am-
pliamente publicitadas, el vecindario de
Lyndale también votara por varios rep-
resentantes locales, incluidos los miem-
bros de la junta escolar y un juez. Obten-
ga mas informacién sobre los candidatos
que se postulan para representarlo en:
vote.minneapolismn.gov.

Elecciones de la Junta Escolar: La
Junta de Educacién de Minneapolis es un
organismo de formulacién de politicas
responsable de seleccionar al superin-
tendente y supervisar el presupuesto, el
plan de estudios, el personal y las insta-
laciones del distrito. El estado de Minne-

sota y la legislatura de Minnesota le otor-
gan a la junta escolar la autoridad para
llevar a cabo estas tareas. Para obtener
mds informacién sobre los candidatos,
asegurese de consultar la Minneapolis
School board Election Guide at: https://
www.pollenmidwest.org/collection/
mps-school-board-voter-guide/ o visite
los sitios web de los candidatos.

Kim Ellison

Partido: independiente
Facebook.com/EllisonforMplsS-
choolAtLarge

Michael Duenes
Partido: independiente
Michaelduenesmps.com

Juez asociado 4 de la Corte Suprema de
Minnesota: esta es la corte mas alta del
estado. La corte estd compuesta por si-
ete jueces que son elegidos por perio-
dos renovables de seis afios.

Michelle MacDonald
Partido: independiente
Macdonaldforjustice.com

Paul Thissen
Partido: independiente
Paulthissen.com
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How Do You Judge Which Judge Will Be the Best Judge?

by Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

Many people are confused when they flip
over their ballot to see a long list of judg-
es, many of whom they have never heard
of. Because judge races are non-parti-
san, meaning judges are not backed by
a party, many people are not even aware
of these races, how to research the vari-
ous candidates, and the roles that judg-
es play in our legal system. Because the
races are not promoted by a party, it
means that individuals need to do their
own research to decide which candidate
is best suited for the position, and in this
case, which candidate will be the most
impartial to their personal opinions and
will provide a fair hearing to all constit-
uents and cases that come before them.
To not be surprised by who is on the bal-
lot before you walk into the voting booth,
view a sample ballot at the MN Secretary
of State website which can be found at
MNVotes.org.

For background on this article, we
were provided with a speech by the MN
Supreme Court Justice Alan Page given
at the National Press Club back in 2001.
It was startling to read that the issues
of judge-impartiality and political back-
ing were an issue two decades ago. His
speech focused on “the interplay be-
tween judicial elections, judicial inde-
pendence, and the public’s trust in the
judiciary.” We also referenced a research
paper on the ‘History of Minnesota’s Ju-
dicial Elections’ by Jesse Sater, published
in Volume 10, Issue 1 of the University of
St. Thomas Law Journal.

Justice Page begins his speech by de-
claring his belief that “Judicial power
comes from the people’s trust and con-
fidence in what judges do and the way
they do it.” According to Page, “with the
advent of big-money campaigns, how-
ever, and the problems associated with
judicial candidates’ involvement in cam-
paign fundraising, the advocacy of un-
limited judicial campaign speech, and
the presence of party politics in judicial
elections, the public’s trust and confi-
dence in the judiciary is being eroded
and, thus, our democracy threatened.”

The roots of an impartial and in-
dependent judiciary are embedded in
American democracy going as far back
as 1607, when Lord Chief Justice Coke
ruled that even King James I of En-
gland was not above the law. Upon this
groundwork was built our system of gov-
ernment. Signaling the sanctity of judi-
cial independence, both the Declaration
of Independence and Alexander Hamil-
ton in Federalist No. 78 talked about the
sanctity of judicial independence, with
Hamilton stating that
dence of the judges is equally requisite

“this indepen-

to guard the Constitution and the rights
of individuals.”

Some people argue that judicial can-
didates are unfairly restricted when they
can’t speak their own viewpoints and
opinions but this is with good reason.
Again, according to Justice Page, “mak-
ing statements in a way that suggests
how one will rule on a case renders a
judge absolutely unable to comply with
one of the key requirements of the job —
being impartial and fair. The question is
not whether judges have personal views,
the question is whether they can and will
set those view aside.”

So if judicial candidates cannot
express their personal views
how should you judge which one
to vote for? Ask yourself these
questions:

«  Will the candidate be fair?

« Can the candidate set aside
his or her own views and ana-
lyze the law as applied to the
facts in the case?

- Will the candidate work hard
and execute his or her duties
ethically?

+ Does the candidate have the
temperament to do the job?

+  Why does the candidate want
the job?

+  What are the challenges
facing the judiciary and what
does the candidate see as
solutions to those challenges?

« What s the candidate’s back-
ground—both in terms of legal
experience and public life?

This year KFNA felt that it was a good
year to talk about the role of judges,
since there is only one contested race on
the back of your ballot, greatly reducing
the amount of research you need to do
into individuals. The best advice we can
give you is Google both candidates, look
at their political history, and how they
present themselves and their opinions,
walk through the questions above, and
make your choice. Never, in any case,
write in a random name of someone not
running, which is a waste of time for poll
workers.

A BIT OF HISTORY

In 1857 the Democratic and Republican
parties of Minnesota held two separate
conventions and created two separate
They then
formed a compromise committee that

Minnesota constitutions.

reconciled the differences between

these and wrote agreed-upon language
into each convention’s draft. These con-
stitutions laid out the basic framework
for judicial elections that largely survives
today.

The MN Constitution outlined the
creation of a supreme court comprised
of a chief justice and two associate jus-
tices, which remains today as Minneso-
ta’s court of last resort. The number of
associate justices could be increased to
four through a 2/3 vote of the legislature
and the justices were to be elected by the
voters of the state to seven-year terms.

The constitution also created six ju-
dicial districts each requiring a district
judge, Minnesota’s primary trial courts.
The legislature was permitted to change
the number of judicial districts when
expedient and the district court judges
were also to be elected by the voters of
the state to seven-year terms. Finally, if
any judicial office became vacant pri-
or to the expiration of an elected term,
the governor filled the office with an ap-
pointee until a successor was chosen in
an election occurring more than thirty
days after the vacancy was created. This
structure of judicial election and guber-
natorial appointment upon vacancy is
the foundation on which Minnesota’s ju-
diciary has been built.

Although this basic framework en-
dures today, the past 163 years has
brought changes to the judicial selection
process through constitutional amend-
ments, the enactment and amendment
of statutes, and case law. One of these
changes occurred in 1912, when there
was a move to nonpartisan judicial elec-
tions. The goal of this change was to insu-
late judges from the pressures imposed
by the political machines of the early
1900s. Aside from this change, none of
the other amendments substantially al-
tered public perception of Minnesota’s
judicial elections until the 2002 United
States Supreme Court case Republican
Party of Minnesota v. White.

The set-up for this case began in 1996,
when Gregory Wersal ran for associate
justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court.
During his campaign, Wersal distributed
various campaign materials that criti-
cized past Minnesota Supreme Court de-
cisions on issues relating to crime, wel-
fare, and abortion. In response to this, a
complaint was filed against Wersal alleg-
ing that by distributing these materials
he violated the Code of Judicial Conduct’s
Announce Clause. The complaint stated
that a “candidate for judicial office shall
not announce his or her views on dis-
puted legal or political issues.” The com-
plaint was dismissed because the office

suspected that the Announce Clause was
unconstitutional given the First Amend-
ment’s right to freedom of speech, but
Wersal had already withdrawn his can-
didacy.

So in 1998, Wersal again ran for asso-
ciate justice of the MN Supreme Court
and filed a suit seeking “a declaration
that the Announce Clause violates the
First Amendment.” In two different
courts the case was ruled against Wersal,
who then appealed to the US Supreme
Court. The US Supreme Court ruled in
favor of Wersal stating the Announce
Clause restricted Wersal’s fundamental
First Amendment right to free speech.

In response, the MN Supreme Court
revised the Code of Judicial Conduct.

This did not end the Republican Party
of Minnesota’s efforts to eliminate fur-
ther restrictions on judicial candidates’
partisanship activity, however. In 2005,
the court further confined the reach of
the Minnesota Code of Judicial Conduct
by striking down the Partisan-Activities
Clause and the Solicitation Clause allow-
ing judicial candidates to identify them-
selves as members of a political party,
attend or speak at political gatherings,
and seek, accept, or use political party
endorsements.

Additionally, literature sent out by
political parties and outside groups can
now also urge voters to take note of the
“pro-business,” “pro-union,” “pro-life”
or “pro-family” positions of candidate.
These labels suggest that the candidate
has a certain bias, which will impact
their judicial decisions rather than the
law. These outside groups are protect-
ed by the 1st Amendment to make these
statements during judicial campaigns,
“however”, states MN Supreme Court
Justice Alan Page, “we can and should
expect candidates to forcefully disavow
any statement by such groups that sug-
gests that they will decide cases based
on anything other than the facts of the
case and the law before them. If judicial
candidates aren’t willing to disavow such
statements by outside groups, I think
that tells us something about their will-
ingness and ability to be unbiased.”
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¢Como juzgamos cual juez sera el mejor juez?

por Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

Mucha gente se confunde cuando le da
vuelta a su boleta electoral y encuentra
una larga lista de jueces, muchos de los
cuales ni siquiera ha oido hablar. Debi-
do a que las contiendas de jueces no son
partidistas, o sea que los jueces no es-
tan respaldados por un partido, mucha
gente ni se entera de estas contiendas,
de cémo investigar a los distintos can-
didatos o los roles que juegan los jueces
en nuestro sistema legal. Puesto que las
competencias no son promovidas por
un partido politico, los individuos deben
hacer su propia investigacion para decid-
ir qué candidato es el mdas adecuado para
el puesto y sera el mas imparcial con sus
opiniones personales y proporcionara
una audiencia a todos los electores y los
casos que se le presenten. Para no sor-
prenderse de quién esta en la boleta an-
tes de entrar a la cabina de votacidn, vea
una boleta de muestra en el sitio web de
la Secretaria de Estado de Minnesota en
MNVotes.org.

Para contextualizar este articulo
nos referimos a un discurso del juez de
la Corte Suprema de Minnesota Alan
Page ofrecido en el National Press Club
en 2001. Fue sorprendente leer que las
asuntos de la imparcialidad y el respaldo
politico de los jueces eran un problema
hace dos décadas. Su discurso se centrd
en "la interaccién entre las elecciones
judiciales, la independencia judicial y la
confianza del publico en el poder judi-
cial ". Nosotros también hizo referencia
a un articulo de investigacién sobre la
"Historia de las elecciones judiciales de
Minnesota" de Jesse Sater, publicado en
el Volumen 10, Numero 1 de la Revista de
Derecho de la Universidad de St. Thom-
as.

El juez Page comienza su discurso
declarando su creencia en que "el pod-
er judicial proviene de la confianza del
pueblo y confianza en lo que hacen los
jueces y en la forma en que lo hacen ".
Segin Page, “con la aparicién de las
grandes campafias de dinero y los prob-
lemas asociados con la participacion de
los candidatos judiciales en recaudacién
de fondos de campana, la defensa de un
discurso ilimitado de campafia judicial
y la presencia de politicas de partido en
las elecciones judiciales, la confianza del
publico en el poder judicial se esta ero-
sionando y, por lo tanto, nuestra democ-
racia estd amenazada ".

Las raices de un poder judicial im-
parcial e independiente estan arraigadas
en la democracia estadounidense des-
de 1607 cuando Lord Chief Justice Coke
dictaminé que incluso el Rey James I de

Minnesota State Capitol Supreme Court chamber / Camara de la Corte Suprema del Capitolio del Estado de Minnesota
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Inglaterra no estaba por encima de la
ley. Sobre esta base se construyd nuestro
sistema de gobierno. Marcando la santi-
dad de la independencia judicial, tanto
la Declaracion de Independencia como
Alexander Hamilton en Federalist No. 78
hablaron sobre la inviolabilidad de la in-
dependencia judicial, y Hamilton afirméd
que “esta independencia de los jueces
son igualmente un requisito para prote-
ger la Constitucion y los derechos de las
personas ".

Algunos argumentan que los can-
didatos judiciales estdn injustamente
restringidos cuando no pueden hablar
por si mismos puntos de vista y opin-
iones, pero esto es por una buena razén.
Nuevamente, segin Justice Page, “hacer
declaraciones de una manera que sugi-
era como se pronunciara sobre un caso
hace que un juez sea absolutamente in-
capaz de cumplir con uno de los requis-
itos clave del trabajo: ser imparcial y jus-
to. La pregunta no es si los jueces tienen
puntos de vista personales, la cuestion es
si pueden dejar de lado esos puntos de
vista ”.

Entonces, si los candidatos ju-
diciales no pueden expresar sus

opiniones personales, scomo
debe determinar por quién votar?
Hagase estas preguntas:

¢El candidato sera justo?

¢Puede el candidato dejar de
lado sus propios puntos de
vista y analizar la ley como se
aplica a los hechos en el caso?

¢ Trabajara duro el candidato y
ejecutara sus deberes de mane-
ra ética?

¢Tiene el candidato el tempera-
mento para hacer el trabajo?

¢Por qué quiere el candidato el
trabajo?

¢Cudles son los retos que
enfrenta el poder judicial y qué
soluciones ve el candidato a
esos desafios?

¢Cudles son los antecedentes
del candidato, tanto en térmi-
nos de experiencia legal como
de vida publica?

Este afio, KFNA considera que es un
buen afio para hablar sobre el papel de
los jueces, ya que solo hay una contienda
al reverso de su boleta, lo que reduce en
gran medida la cantidad de investigaciéon
que necesita hacer acerca de cada in-
dividuo. El mejor consejo que podem-
os darle es que haga una busqueda en
Google de ambos candidatos, estudie su
historial politico y como se presentan a
si mismos y sus opiniones, analice las
preguntas anteriores y haga su eleccién.
De cualquier manera, nunca escriba un
nombre al azar de alguien que no esté en
la contienda, lo cual es una pérdida de
tiempo para los trabajadores electorales.
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KFNA continues the tradition of hosting a polling party!

by Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

Kingfield Neighborhood Association
plans to host Polling Party tents all day
at MLK Park on Election Day November
3rd. Continuing a tradition started in
2012, look for one of two tents outside on
the park grounds to stop by and say hel-
lo to your neighbors. It’'s been harder to
connect with our neighbors in 2020, and
with winter looming, it will become even
harder. We’'ll have coffee and tea on hand
for you, so be COVID-safe and bring your
own travel mug and stop by for a pick-
me-up! Even if you voted early, you can
stop by and say hello!

In the August primary, almost 70% of
the votes cast were early in-person, or by
mail. If that pattern continues, it should
be very easy to maintain social distanc-
ing throughout the entire day inside the
park building and on the park grounds.

We can’t continue our Polling Party
tradition without you. Here is what we
need:

+ Volunteers to help set-up, staff
and strike the tents from 6:15am -
8:30pm

« Volunteer crossing guards at 41st

& Nicollet to help neighbors safely
cross to and from the polls

+ Firepits dropped off in the morning
and picked up at night after they've
cooled

+ Lots and lots of firewood

Visit bit.ly/KFNAPollingPartyVolunteers
to sign up to volunteer! If you have issues
accessing or understanding the form
contact scott@kingfield.org.

Print all the information (or even print
this PDF) found here: www.sos.state.
mn.us/media/3946/election-day-
registration-2020.pdf.

This fall there are two questions on the
ballot to change the Minneapolis City
Charter. To better understand them we
went to Robin Garwood, the Policy Aide
to Minneapolis Council Member Cam
Gordon to help us understand them.
Here is what Robin had to say. Question
#2 is addressed first as it is a fairly sim-
ple technical “fix” to a problem that the
State Legislature created.

QUESTION #2:

The Charter specifies that a special elec-
tion must be within 90 days. But the Leg-
islature has constrained which days can
be election days, even for municipalities,
in Minnesota. Since we can't change that
state law, we need to change the Charter
to provide more flexibility - or possibly
end up in a situation where, given the
exact timing of an elected official leaving
office in the middle of a term, we must
(per the Charter) hold an election when
we cannot (per state law).

Recommended: Vote YES.

QUESTION #1:

This amendment is more consequential,
and is also a response to a problem that
the Legislature created. Thanks to what
I believe was an ill-considered law put
forward by then-Representative Phyllis
Kahn, Minneapolis must hold its first
election under its newly-redistricted
Wards before the next regularly sched-
uled municipal election in 2025. This is
not possible under the normal four-year
election cycle. The best option - rescind-

ing that law - was not available to us. The
proposed Charter amendment is the
least-bad option available to us.

It sets up a unique (and unfortunate)
course of events in local politics: an elec-
tion in 2021 for Mayor, all 13 City Coun-
cil seats, all nine Park Board seats, and
the two at-large Board of Estimate seats.
Then, in 2023, another election - this
time just for Council. Then, in 2025, yet
another election, for all of the above of-
fices (mayor, Council, etc.).

The only other alternatives were
to a) make everyone go through three
elections in four years (Mayor, Council,
everyone else), or b) allow the Coun-
cil elections to go off-cycle with May-
oral elections for two decades, before
re-syncing. Option "a" was opposed, for
obvious reasons, by the mayor and Park
Board members. Option "b" would inject
a whole new level of dysfunction into
Minneapolis politics for a generation: an
election every two years, but swinging
back and forth between a "mayor" elec-
tion and a "Council" election.

Recommended: Vote YES.

{KFNA continaa la tradicion de organizar una
fiesta el dia de las elecciones!

por Sarah Linnes-Robinson, KFNA

La Asociacion de Vecinos de Kingfield
planea ofrecer la fiesta electoral en el
Parque MLK el dia de las elecciones el
3 de noviembre. Continuando con la
tradicién que comenzamos en 2012,
busque una de las dos carpas en los ter-
renos del parque y pase a saludar a sus
vecinos. Ha sido dificil conectar con
nuestros vecinos en 2020, y con el invier-
no que se avecina, serd aun mas dificil.
Tendremos café y té, asi que llegue con
su propia taza y manténgase a salvo del
COVID. Incluso si votd con anticipacion,
ipase a saludar!

En las primarias de agosto, casi el
70% de los votos fueron emitidos con
anticipacion en persona o por correo. Si
eso continua, sera muy facil mantener el
distanciamiento social durante todo el
dia dentro del edificio y los terrenos del
parque.

No
tradicidon de nuestra fiesta electoral sin

podemos continuar con la
ustedes. Esto es lo que necesitamos:
+ Voluntarios para ayudar en las car-
pas y para instalarlas y desarmarlas
de 6:15 a.m. a 8:30 p.m.
« Voluntarios para ser guardias de

cruce peatonal en 41st y Nicollet

para ayudar a los vecinos a cruzar
de manera segura hacia y desde las
urnas.

« Braseros para las fogatas, se dejan en
la mafiana y se recogen por la noche
después de que se hayan enfriado

« Muchisima lefia

Envie un correo electrénico a bit.ly/
KFNAPollingPartyVolunteers para
inscribirse como voluntario. Si tiene
problemas para acceder o comprender
el formulario, comuniquese con scott@
kingfield.org.

Imprima toda la informaciéon aqui:
www.sos.state.mn.us/media/3946/
election-day-registration-2020.pdf.

Este otofio hay dos preguntas en la bole-
ta electoral para cambiar los Estatutos de
la Ciudad de Minneapolis. Para ayudar-
nos a comprenderlas acudimos a Robin
Garwood, asistente de politicas del con-
cejal de Minneapolis Cam Gordon. Esto
es lo que Robin nos dijo. La pregunta 2 se
aborda primero ya que es una “solucién”
técnica bastante simple para un proble-
ma creado por la legislatura estatal.

PREGUNTA 2:

Los estatutos especifican que una elec-
cién especial debe realizarse dentro de
90 dias. Pero la legislatura ha limitado
cuales dias pueden ser dias de elecciones
en Minnesota, incluso para los municip-
ios. Como no podemos cambiar esa ley
estatal debemos cambiar los estatutos
para brindar mds flexibilidad, o de otra
manera podriamos terminar en una situ-
acion en la que, dado el momento exac-
to en que un funcionario electo deja el
cargo en medio de un periodo, debamos
(segun los estatutos) llevar a cabo una
elecciéon cuando no podamos (segun la
ley estatal).

Recomendado: Vote SI.

PREGUNTA 1:

Esta enmienda es mas consecuente y es
también una respuesta a un problema
creado por la legislatura. Gracias a la
que considero una ley mal planteada que
fue presentada por la entonces Repre-
sentante Phyllis Kahn, Minneapolis debe
celebrar sus primeras elecciones con sus
nuevos distritos redistribuidos antes de
las siguientes elecciones municipales
programadas en 2025. Esto no es posible

bajo los cuatro afios del ciclo electoral.
La mejor opcidn, revocar esa ley, no es-
tuvo disponible. La enmienda propuesta
a los estatutos es la opcién menos mala
que tenemos disponible.

Establece un curso de eventos unico
(y desafortunado) en la politica local:
una eleccién en 2021 para el alcalde, los
13 escafios del Concejo Municipal, los
nueve escaios de la Junta del Parque
y los dos escafios independientes de la
Junta de Estimaciones. Luego, en 2023,
otra eleccidn, esta vez solo para el Con-
cejo. Luego, en 2025, otra eleccién mas,
para todos los cargos mencionados (al-
calde, concejo, etc.).

Las Unicas otras alternativas eran a)
hacer que todos tuvieran tres elecciones
en cuatro afios (alcalde, concejo, todos
los demads), o b) permitir que las elec-
ciones del concejo se separaran del ciclo
de las elecciones de alcaldes durante dos
décadas antes de volver a sincronizarse.
La opcidén "a" fue rechazada, por razones
obvias por el alcalde y los miembros de
la Junta del Parque. La opcién "b" inyec-
taria un nivel completamente nuevo de
disfuncién en la politica de Minneapolis
durante una generacién: una elecciéon
cada dos afios, pero alternando entre
una eleccién de "alcalde" y una elecciéon
de "concejo".

Recomendado: Vote SI.



