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Preparing Your Garden

� Choose your location
� Make a sun map
� Prepare the site



Choose your location

� Ease of maintenance
� Slope, obstacles

� Access to water
� Hoses, other irrigation

� Soil
� Rocks

� Compaction

� Effects of buildings, sidewalks
� Heat radiates from buildings, microclimates close to house



Make a Sun Map

� Most plants for pollinators need full or part sun

� Midsummer is best for sun mapping but early fall/late spring OK

� Using graph paper, map your yard, include all buildings, sidewalks, any 
structures or tall trees that cast shadows.

� Make multiple copies 

� Every 3 hours, sunrise-sunset, note location of sun and shade throughout the 
day on a separate copy

� With all maps completed note locations of full sun (at least 6 hours/day), 
part sun (4-6 hours) and shade.



Sun Map
Property drawing
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Prepare the site 
Remove turf grass

� Physical removal – cut into strips with sod cutter and roll up

� Solarization – easy but slow 
� Start in late spring – warm weather needed

� Cut grass as short as possible, water well

� Cover with black polyethylene, hold down with rocks or stakes

� Leave in place 4 weeks or more until grass is dead, eave dead grass to compost 
in place

� Sheet composting
� Cover with cardboard or 10+ layers of newspaper

� Cover with compost and at least 4” of mulch, let paper layers decompose

� Minimal labor but slow process



Amend Soil

� Consider adding compost or topsoil
� Soil in boulevards or recent construction area might be 

compacted
� No need to fertilize for native plants



Prepare the Site
Soil test

� pH between 6.0 and 8.5

� https://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/

https://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/


The Plants

� Chosen to attract Rusty-Patched Bumblebee

� Will also attract other pollinators

� Bloom times April-October

� Templates for sunny and part shade areas

� * Plant doesn’t need full sun



Rue Anemone*
Thalictrum thalictroides 

� Partial shade/Shade

� Blooms April-May

� 1’ tall

� Medium soil

MN DNR



Virginia Bluebell*
Mertensia virginica

� Part Shade/Shade

� Blooms - May

� 1’ tall

� Wet soil

Ohio DNR



Canadian Anemone*
Anemone canadensis

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms May-June

� 1’-2’ tall

� Ground cover

� Wet soil

MN DNR



Wild Geranium*
Geranium maculatum

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms May-June

� 1’-2’ tall

� Dry-medium soil

MN Arboretum



Woodland Phlox*
Phlox divaricata

� Part Shade/Shade

� Blooms May-June

� 1’ tall

� Medium - Wet soil

MN DNR



Wild Strawberry*
Fragaria virginiana/Fragaria vesca

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms May-June

� 6” tall

� Ground cover

� Dry-wet soil

Wildfoods4wildlife



Blanket Flower
Gaillardia aristata

� Full Sun

� Blooms June-August

� 1’-2’ tall

� Dry-Medium soil

Plantpedia



Self Heal*
Prunella vulgaris

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms June-August

� 1’ tall

� Ground cover

� Medium-wet soil

University of Minnesota Extension



Narrow Leaf Coneflower
Echinacea angustifolia

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms June-October

� 1’-2’ tall

� Dry soil

MN DNR



Wild Bergamot (Bee Balm)
Monarda fistulosa

� Full Sun

� Blooms July-August

� 3’-4’ tall

� Dry-Medium soil

MN DNR



Purple Prairie Clover
Dalea purpurea

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms July-August

� 1’-2’ tall

� All

MN Horticultural Society



Prairie Onion
Allium stellatum

� Sun

� Blooms July-August

� 1’-1.5’ tall

� Dry soil

National Gardening Association



Anise Hyssop
Agastache foeniculum

� Full Sun

� Blooms July-August

� 3’-4’ tall

� Medium-wet soils

MN State Horticultural Society



Mountain Mint*
Pycnanthemum virginianum 

� Partial Shade

� Blooms July-October

� 3’-5’ tall

� Medium to Wet soil

MN DNR



Culver’s Root*
Veronicastrum virginicum 

� Partial Shade

� Blooms July-October

� 3’-5’ tall

� Medium to Wet soil

MN DNR



Bottle Gentian*
Gentiana andrewsii

� Partial Shade

� Blooms August-September

� 1’-2’ tall

� Wet soil

 M. Mittelstad, University of Wisconsin



Turtlehead*
Chelone glabra

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms August-September

� 2’-3’ tall

� Wet soil

MN DNR



Azure Aster*
Symphyotrichum oolentangiense

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms August-October

� 1’-2’ tall

� All soils

MN DNR



New England Aster*
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae

� Sun/Part Sun

� Blooms September-October

� 4’-5’ tall

� Wet

MN DNR



Care After Planting

� Do not use pesticides or herbicides

� Weed as necessary

� Use thin layer of mulch, natural materials – plants will fill in later

� Use ground cover plants to reduce need for mulch

� Water in early morning; water the ground, not the plants

� Watering deeply but less often encourages root growth and drought 
tolerance



Fall Cleanup

� Fall leaves can become mulch

� Remove diseased plants - trash, not compost

� Cut and leave hollow stems for nesting bees

� Leave areas of bare soil for ground-nesting bees



Questions?

� extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden


